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Introduction 

How does one go about writing a book?  For most people, writing a book is something that they 
aspire to do someday.  You will see such people chatting with others in cafes or huddled in break 
rooms with colleagues that they hope to write such a such a book someday.  Maybe they have a 
topic in mind that they want to write about but think the task to be too daunting.  Once they get 
around to actually writing a book rather than stating that they want to write a book, though, they 
often find that if they have the skill and the tenacity to write one book that they end up writing 
more than one book because the effort is contagious and inspiring.  Once one has released 
enough of one’s internal drive to express oneself to have one book, it is all too easy to keep 
writing, since the more one says the more there is to say about what one has written, or to say 
about things that one uncovered while researching what one has written, or more to say because 
one has gotten in the habit of writing and being creatures of habit we generally wish to continue 
that which we are already doing, especially if it gives us pleasure or some sense of 
accomplishment. 

As a result, many of us find that we end up writing books by accident.  The historian David 
McCullough, for example, wrote a long and excellent and award-winning biography on the life of 
that grouchy but decent second president of the United States, John Adams.  In the course of 
researching that life, he had enough material to write another book on the events of 1776 that led 
to the declaration of independence because to research John Adams was to research the lives of 
those who interacted with and affected John Adams, including such figures as Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams’ articulate wife Abigail and many others.  Once I fancied to collect the 
sermonette and sermon messages I had written, thinking it would be a short pamphlet-sized 
collection and found that it ended up being some 300 pages in length, quite a larger collection of 
writing than I had originally realized to be the case.  Thinking to make a booklet of my writing 
and preserve it for posterity I found that I was the author of a book of sermonette and sermon 
messages, quite contrary to my expectations. 

In this case, this particular work was inspired by a similarly random phenomenon.  I had 
finished reading and reviewing an anthology of the poetry of the late William Stafford, a poet 
whose work I particularly enjoy and which has been particularly inspirational in my own poetry 
writing.  In thinking about the compilation of his works I was struck by the fact that prolific 
writers often have enough material that one can easily assemble whole books from those 
materials without much trouble, so that a large degree of writing creates even more writing.  I 
thought of a series of writings that I had written in late 2015 that had been divided into five 
(very large) blog posts and pondered that these materials might be a large enough collection for 
a book, and when I put them together I found that they were almost 50,000 words, a good size 
for a small book such as this one on a small set of interrelated subjects upon which I had written 
compendia.  And so, given the fact that these works were both small in number, large in size, 
and tightly organized in sharing a genre as well as sharing a common thematic focus, I thought it 
would be worthwhile to put the posts together and share them with the world at large as a 
unified whole.  Perhaps it is an unintentional unified whole, but it is a unified whole 
nonetheless. 

Despite my wish to keep this introduction short, I would like to comment at least a little bit 
about the genre of compendium that these five short works are part of.  As I note in my 
acknowledgements section (see below), the Compenium is a genre of nonfiction writing I found 



out about as a result of reading the Compendium of Ancient History from the late theologian 
Herman Hoeh.  This writer had been an instructor of some note at the now-defunct religious 
organization of the now-defunct church where I spent the first thirteen-odd years of my life.  
What one will find below is a work that makes few pretensions to originality and largely consists 
of passages taken from the Bible relating to the Sabbath, Holy Days, as well as Jesus’ 
interactions with outsiders (in three parts) with some brief commentary about those passages.  
The work is therefore less a work of creativity on my part rather than a reference material that is 
designed to be of use.  The first of these compendia was written thanks to a query from someone 
I knew in Southeast Asia who wanted to be able to knowingly discuss the Holy Days in a 
religious debate with some Seventh Day Adventists who share our practice of worshiping on the 
Sabbath but do not share our commitment to assembling on the Holy Days as per the command 
of God in Leviticus 23.  The three compendia relating to the interactions of Jesus Christ with 
outsiders was prompted by the now retired pastor of the congregation I attend in Portland, 
Oregon, since I am unwilling to reject any assignment that may result in some insight as well as 
a large amount of writing.  The fifth and final compendia included here was done on my part to 
serve as a personal reference for my own writing on the importance of the Sabbath in the Book 
of Acts as a refutation of the sundaykeeping practices of many professed Christians.  I hope 
these various but related works may be of good use to you, in whose hands I place my works. 

Nathan Albright 
April 12, 2018 
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A Compendium Of Passages Regarding The High Holy Days In The New Testament 
Written October 13, 2015 

Last night, as I was getting ready for bed, one of my fellow brethren in Southeast Asia, a 
young leader being trained up to spread the Gospel there, came to me with a request for 
the passages of the New Testament that deal with the High Holy Days of God, which are 
found in Leviticus 23. This person had forgotten the more relevant passages to use in 
discussion about these matters, and in a part of the world where the Seventh Day 
Adventists have been active, there is more awareness of the biblical Sabbath than there 
is of the biblical Holy Days. Since the discussion of biblical passages relating to the 
festivals of God is a matter that may interest more people than only the person who 
requested this list of passages from me, I thought it would be appropriate to share the 
fruits of my research to all who are interested in reading it and adapting it to their own 
worthwhile purposes. 

Therefore, what follows is a set of passages that are organized by the order of the 
festivals as they occur in the Hebrew Calendar, starting from Passover and the Days of 
Unleavened and continuing through the Feast of Tabernacles. There is even one 
reference in the Bible included to a non-biblical festival that was a historical festival not 
ordained but not forbidden by God that is still kept today by many practicing Jews, the 
Festival of Dedication, also known as Hanukkah [1]. I have not included the many 
references in the New Testament where Jesus Christ observes the Sabbath, or where the 
apostles preached on the weekly Sabbath, or where it was stated to remain observed by 
Christians who are looking forward to the future fulfillment of the Sabbath in the 
millennial rule of Jesus Christ and the new heavens and new earth that are to follow [2], 
since this was not part of the request made of me. The following material is a 
compendium organized in the following fashion: the main headings are each of the high 
holy days or the holy days in general as discussed by a particular New Testament author. 
Then the passages under this heading are given and quoted in the New King James 
Version, and a short paragraph after each passage discusses at least some of the relevant 
notes for how this passage helps us understand the importance of the biblical holy days 
to the early Church of God. At the end of the compendium the passages are organized by 
holy day for easy future reference. With that said, let us begin. 

General Holy Day Passages 
Colossians 2:16-23: 

“So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new moon or 
Sabbaths, which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. Let no 
one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false humility and worship of angels, 
intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, 
and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body, nourished and knit together 
by joints and ligaments, grows with the increase that is from God. Therefore, if you died 
with Christ from the basic principles of the world, why, as though living in the world, do 



you subject yourselves to regulations—“Do not touch, do not taste, do not handle,” 
which all concern things which perish with the using—according to the commandments 
and doctrines of men? These things indeed have an appearance of wisdom in self-
imposed religion, false humility, and neglect of the body, but are of no value against the 
indulgence of the flesh.” 

This passage, taken in context, makes it clear that no one is to condemn believers for 
keeping the Sabbath or the festivals of God, and that believers are not to confuse the 
commandments and doctrines of men, which often oppose the keeping of biblical Holy 
Days on the grounds that they appear too Jewish, with the obedience to God’s 
commandments and following the example of Jesus Christ and the Apostles, who 
faithfully and loyally kept the Holy Days during their entire lives, without any 
understanding that these observances had been done away with in any fashion. Truly, 
obeying man-made doctrines and commandments, like the anti-biblical Hellenism of 
much of so-called Christianity, has an appearance of righteousness, but is not holding 
fast to Christ. 

Passover 
Matthew 26:26-30: 

“And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the 
disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. But I say to you, I will not 
drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in 
My Father’s kingdom.” And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of 
Olives.” 

This passage gives a succinct (unlike my writing) account of two of the three aspects of 
the New Testament Passover, namely the eating of the unleavened bread which is 
broken like the body of Jesus Christ for our sins, and the wine that is symbolic of the 
blood that Jesus Christ shed to atone for our sins. These two parts of the ceremony 
followed the footwashing (see John 13:1-17 below) ceremony, and after they were done 
the believers sang a hymn and departed, which is frequently a part of the contemporary 
observance of this day according to the model that Jesus Christ set for the disciples. 

Luke 2:41-50: 

“His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He 
was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 
When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in 
Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have 
been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives 
and acquaintances. So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking 
Him. Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 



midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who 
heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, 
they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? 
Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” And He said to them, “Why did you 
seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” But they did 
not understand the statement which He spoke to them.” 

This particular passage is important for a number of reasons, including the precocity of 
Jesus Christ in showing His biblical knowledge just before the age of accountability at 
thirteen, where He would have faced judgment (as He eventually did) for some of the 
truth He was compelled to tell about the Bible and Himself. It is also important in 
demonstrating the somewhat lax monitoring of parents of children in an age where large 
kinship groups and close relationships with neighbors meant that a lot of people were 
looking out for children, making parenting less stressful and demanding, unless 
something went wrong. Of course, this passage also demonstrates that Jesus’ family 
were observant Jews who kept God’s Holy Days as well. 

John 13:1-17: 

“Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that His hour had come that 
He should depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the 
world, He loved them to the end. And supper being ended, the devil having already put 
it into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him, Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come from God and was 
going to God, rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded 
Himself. After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. Then He came to Simon 
Peter. And Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?” Jesus answered and said 
to him, “What I am doing you do not understand now, but you will know after this.” 
Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not 
wash you, you have no part with Me.” Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, 
but also my hands and my head!” Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to 
wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you.” For He 
knew who would betray Him; therefore He said, “You are not all clean.” So when He had 
washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do you 
know what I have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I 
am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to 
you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who 
is sent greater than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do 
them.”” 

This passage demonstrates the importance of the footwashing ceremony as part of the 
New Testament Passover, by which brethren wash each other’s feet in the example of 
Jesus Christ, who humbled Himself to serve even though He was the Lord of all 
creation. As this ceremony is limited to those who are circumcised of heart through 



baptism, washing the feet of believers is symbolic of the fact that even though we have 
been cleansed of our sins through baptism and repentance, and even though we have the 
Holy Spirit through the laying on of hands, we still have our feet dirty through walking 
in this world, and therefore our feet need to be cleansed yearly as a reminder of the 
ongoing forgiveness for our faults and errors as we undertake the Christian walk. 

1 Corinthians 11:17-34: 

“Now in giving these instructions I do not praise you, since you come together not for 
the better but for the worse. For first of all, when you come together as a church, I hear 
that there are divisions among you, and in part I believe it. For there must also be 
factions among you, that those who are approved may be recognized among you. 
Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to eat the Lord’s Supper. For in 
eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and one is hungry and another is 
drunk. What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church 
of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you in 
this? I do not praise you. For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: 
that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when 
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken 
for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took the cup after 
supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks 
this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord. But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the 
cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to 
himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. For this reason many are weak and sick among 
you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. But 
when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we may not be condemned with 
the world. Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 
But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come together for judgment. And 
the rest I will set in order when I come. 

This particular passage recaps the narrative of the Gospel John (see John 13-17) 
concerning the Passover, and instructs believers in Corinth as to the proper way of 
keeping the New Testament Passover, decently and in order, with the bread symbolizing 
Jesus’ body broken for our sins and the wine symbolizing the blood of Jesus Christ shed 
in atonement for our sins. The passage reminds believers to examine themselves prior to 
the Passover and to take the ceremony seriously, not as an opportunity for drunkenness 
and disorder. This lengthy passage, in a letter that was written dealing with the Passover 
and Days of Unleavened Bread as a whole, is a reminder of their importance to the early 
Church of God, as Paul found it necessary to go at length about the celebration of this 
practice, which is often taken much less seriously and practiced unbiblically, with 
leavened bread and grape juice in many situations, in many churches. 

Days Of Unleavened Bread 



1 Corinthians 5:6-8: 

“Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump? 
Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. Therefore let us keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the 
unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

While writing a corrective letter and at the end of a passage that gives the punishment of 
disfellowshipment for a man living in open sin by cohabiting with his stepmother, Paul 
makes a comment about the fact that it was the time of the Days of Unleavened Bread 
and reminding them that part of the responsibility of keeping the Days of Unleavened 
Bread was to do so in sincerity and truth. It is perhaps obvious, but ought to be 
recognized as well, that this passage presupposes the fact that believers are keeping the 
Days of Unleavened Bread by avoiding leavened bread and eating unleavened bread, in 
the manner prescribed by Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23, among other places. Again, this 
passage is clear evidence of the continued practice of the Holy Days by the early church. 

Acts 12:1-4: 

“Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the 
church. Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the 
Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and 
delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the 
people after Passover.” 

Here we see at least two important facts about the Holy Days, pretty clearly 
demonstrated. One of them is that just as is the case among contemporary Jews, the 
authors of the Bible often combine the adjacent celebrations of the Passover and the 
Days of Unleavened Bread together as one larger unit. The other important fact to note 
here regarding the Holy Days is that Luke takes it for granted that a Gentile believer 
would understand the time marker of the Days of Unleavened Bread as a biblical 
observance, something that could not be taken for granted for most people who consider 
themselves Christians today. 

Acts 20:1-6: 

“After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and 
departed to go to Macedonia. Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged 
them with many words, he came to Greece and stayed three months. And when the Jews 
plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return through 
Macedonia. And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also Aristarchus and 
Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and 
Trophimus of Asia. These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas. But we sailed away 



from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, 
where we stayed seven days.” 

As is Luke’s habit, the Holy Days are referred to as being both celebrated by the Apostle 
Paul and his associates and the brethren he serves, and also are considered fairly 
ordinary markers of time. Luke does not refer to heathen holidays at all, but makes it 
clear to remind His readers of the Sabbath or Holy Days as the way that time is 
organized, a clear sign that these days were so important that they formed the way that 
time was organized in Luke’s mind, and thus natural to express even when writing to 
relatively new Gentile believers like the eminent Theophilus, to whom he dedicated his 
two books. 

Feast Of Weeks/Pentecost 
Acts 2:1-12: 

“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, 
as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there 
were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every nation under heaven. And 
when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because 
everyone heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed and 
marveled, saying to one another, “Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? And how 
is it that we hear, each in our own language in which we were born? Parthians and 
Medes and Elamites, those dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them 
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God.” So they were all amazed and 
perplexed, saying to one another, “Whatever could this mean?”” 

This passage, indeed, all of Acts 2, is one of the most noted aspects of the Holy Day 
observance of the New Testament church. This passage is important for several reasons. 
For one, it points out that God often acts in history during His appointed festivals, such 
as delivering Israel from Egypt and in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ at the time of the 
Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in the giving of the law at Sinai and the 
Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Additionally, this miracle, in reversing the curse of Babel by 
bringing believers from a wide variety of peoples and languages into unity of thought 
and purpose and identity as part of the Israel of God makes the Pentecost a festival of 
great memorial importance for believers. Small wonder that it was a festival that Paul 
was anxious to keep in Jerusalem (see Acts 20:13-16 below). 

Acts 20:13-16: 



“Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on 
board; for so he had given orders, intending himself to go on foot. And when he met us 
at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. We sailed from there, and the 
next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos and stayed at 
Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus. For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, 
so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, 
if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.” 

As is the case with the Days of Unleavened Bread and the Day of Atonement, Pentecost 
too is referred to as an important time marker mentioned in a matter-of-fact way as part 
of a travel narrative, and the fact that Paul is hurrying to be at Jerusalem for Pentecost 
signifies the importance of Holy Day observance for Paul, which ought to be an example 
for us. 

1 Corinthians 16:5-9: 

“Now I will come to you when I pass through Macedonia (for I am passing through 
Macedonia). And it may be that I will remain, or even spend the winter with you, that 
you may send me on my journey, wherever I go. For I do not wish to see you now on the 
way; but I hope to stay a while with you, if the Lord permits. But I will tarry in Ephesus 
until Pentecost. For a great and effective door has opened to me, and there are many 
adversaries.” 

Here we see that as Paul is discussing his own travel plans with regards to the 
Corinthians, that he notes that he will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost to keep 
preaching the Gospel there in the Roman province of Asia (today the western part of 
Turkey). As is the case in the similar passages in Acts, where Luke is recording these 
temporal markers, Paul assumes that his audience knows what Pentecost is and that 
they will keep it as well, and that they too structure their time around the biblical 
festivals. 

Feast Of Trumpets 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: 

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen 
asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. For this we say to 
you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.” 



This passage reminds us that the Feast of Trumpets looks forward to the trumpet blast 
that will raise the dead in Christ as well as those believers who are alive at the time of 
the return of Jesus Christ into eternal life in an incorruptible body (see also 1 
Corinthians 15). Given the widespread interest in the return of Christ, it is little surprise 
that trumpets should be mentioned so prominently both here and in Revelation in 
connection with that day. 

Day Of Atonement 
Acts 27:9-12: 

“Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the Fast 
was already over, Paul advised them, saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end 
with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 
Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the 
ship than by the things spoken by Paul. And because the harbor was not suitable to 
winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could 
reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the southwest and northwest, and 
winter there.” 

This passage demonstrates that even thirty years after the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ that the Day of Atonement marked such a prominent element in the 
mindset of the Apostle Paul, and his Gentile companion Luke, that it was used as a 
casual temporal marker to point out when sailing in the Mediterranean became 
dangerous. Sadly, Paul’s sound advice was neglected, but all the while, it is telling that 
the Day of Atonement is marked here by its most prominent feature, namely the fasting 
from food or water for a full day, and that Luke expected his audience to understand the 
reference from their own observance of this festival. 

Hebrews 9:6-10: 

“Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first 
part of the tabernacle, performing the services. But into the second part the high priest 
went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and for the 
people’s sins committed in ignorance; the Holy Spirit indicating this, that the way into 
the Holiest of All was not yet made manifest while the first tabernacle was still standing. 
It was symbolic for the present time in which both gifts and sacrifices are offered which 
cannot make him who performed the service perfect in regard to the conscience—
concerned only with foods and drinks, various washings, and fleshly ordinances 
imposed until the time of reformation.” 

Proper understanding of this passage requires an understanding of the practices of the 
Day of Atonement in the earthly tabernacle and temple as based on Leviticus 16, where 
the washing and sacrifices and entrance of the High Priest into the Holy of Holies only 
this one time during the year demonstrated the fact that apart from the atoning sacrifice 
of Jesus Christ, mankind can only seek to be close to God rarely and with extreme 



danger as a result of our corrupt and sinful nature. In keeping the Day of Atonement, we 
do so in honor of Jesus Christ, whose atoning sacrifices reconciles us to God in a way 
that the blood of sheep and goats never could. 

Feast Of Tabernacles/Last Great Day 
John 7:1-14: 

“After these things Jesus walked in Galilee; for He did not want to walk in Judea, 
because the Jews sought to kill Him. Now the Jews’ Feast of Tabernacles was at hand. 
His brothers therefore said to Him, “Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your 
disciples also may see the works that You are doing. For no one does anything in secret 
while he himself seeks to be known openly. If You do these things, show Yourself to the 
world.” For even His brothers did not believe in Him. Then Jesus said to them, “My time 
has not yet come, but your time is always ready. The world cannot hate you, but it hates 
Me because I testify of it that its works are evil. You go up to this feast. I am not yet 
going up to this feast, for My time has not yet fully come.” When He had said these 
things to them, He remained in Galilee. But when His brothers had gone up, then He 
also went up to the feast, not openly, but as it were in secret. Then the Jews sought Him 
at the feast, and said, “Where is He?” And there was much complaining among the 
people concerning Him. Some said, “He is good”; others said, “No, on the contrary, He 
deceives the people.” However, no one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews. Now 
about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught. And the Jews 
marveled, saying, “How does this Man know letters, having never studied?”” 

Here we see that Jesus Christ kept the Feast of Tabernacles, and we also see that the 
Feast of Tabernacles was a matter of stress for Him as well. Despite the fact that the 
Jewish leadership was trying to kill Him, as they would later succeed in doing, for three 
days and three nights at least, He still considered it important enough to attend the 
Feast of Tabernacles that he risked death and traveled in secret to attend in such a way 
that He was able to teach and would avoid trouble. Few people show this sort of 
dedication in attending the Feast despite difficulties and troubles nowadays, even 
among those who actually know about the Feast of Tabernacles. 

John 7:37-39: 

“On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone 
thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 
out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.” But this He spoke concerning the Spirit, 
which* those believing in Him would receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, 
because Jesus was not yet glorified.” 

Repeating for the audience at the Feast of Tabernacles the same thing He said to the 
Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well earlier in the Gospels, Jesus invites the Jews to believe 
in Him and to be given the Holy Spirit, which a few thousand would in the not-too-
distant future (see Acts 2). As is common in Jesus’ ministry, He used the traditions of 



the Jews, in this case the water ceremony of the Last Great Day, to point to a greater 
truth that most of His audience did not then understand. Of course, it is impossible to 
understand such practices without observing and practicing the biblical Holy Days as 
commanded either. 

Festival Of Dedication/Hanukkah 
John 10:22-30 

“Now it was the Feast of Dedication in Jerusalem, and it was winter. And Jesus walked 
in the temple, in Solomon’s porch. Then the Jews surrounded Him and said to Him, 
“How long do You keep us in doubt? If You are the Christ, tell us plainly.” Jesus 
answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in My Father’s 
name, they bear witness of Me. But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, 
as I said to you. My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. And I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out 
of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able 
to snatch them out of My Father’s hand. I and My Father are one.”” 

This passage is a demonstration that Jesus not only kept the commanded Holy Days, as 
previously seen, but He also took the opportunity to celebrate historical festivals that 
showed how God cared for the preservation of His chosen people, as they provided an 
opportunity to preach spiritual truth about the eternal life that was provided to those 
who were called and chosen of God. Ironically enough, in this passage Jesus uses a 
festival which was celebrated as confirmation of the chosen aspect of Judah during the 
Second Temple period to demonstrate that a belief in Jesus Christ is required to be 
given eternal life. 

General Holy Day Passages: 

Colossians 2:16-23 

Passover: 

Matthew 26:26-30 
Luke 2:41-50 
John 13:1-17 
1 Corinthians 11:17-34 

Days Of Unleavened Bread: 

1 Corinthians 5:6-8 
Acts 12:1-4 
Acts 20:1-6 



Feast Of Weeks/Pentecost: 

Acts 2:1-12 
Acts 20:13-16 
1 Corinthians 16:5-9 

Feast Of Trumpets: 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Day Of Atonement: 

Acts 27:9-12 
Hebrews 9:6-10 

Feast Of Tabernacles/Last Great Day: 

John 7:1-14 
John 7:37-39 

Festival Of Dedication: 

John 10:22-30 

[1] I have written about Jesus Christ’s observance of this particular festival elsewhere, so 
I will refer to my previous writing about this topic: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2010/12/02/why-jesus-kept-hanukkah-
lessons-from-john-1022-30/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/12/03/hanukkah-the-festival-of-
lights/ 
 
[2] For those who wish for a discussion of biblical passages relating to the Sabbath and 
its continuing relevance for believers today, please look at the following material I have 
already written on this subject: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2015/07/10/have-you-not-read-in-the-
law-that-on-the-sabbath-the-priests-profane-the-sabbath-and-are-blameless/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2012/06/16/purposes-of-the-sabbath-
part-four/ 
 



https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2012/06/23/purposes-of-the-sabbath-
part-five/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2012/06/09/matthew-12-1-8-mark-2-23-
28-luke-6-1-5-the-lord-of-the-sabbath-and-the-lord-of-sabaoth/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/09/10/christ-the-sabbath-and-
liberty/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/02/14/there-remains-therefore-a-
sabbath-rest-for-the-people-of-god/ 
 
*The NKJV says “whom,” but as the Greek text refers to the Holy Spirit as a thing and 
not a person, this has been changed in the quotation above to make it grammatically and 
doctrinally correct. 



 

A Compendium Of Jesus’ Interactions With Outsiders In The Synoptic Gospels:  Part One 

Written on October 18, 2015 

Yesterday at church services my pastor, after mentioning the fact that believers should 
be willing to give an answer for the hope that lies within us to those who were in the 
range between interested and ambivalent to our message, who were at least receptive in 
some sense to hearing us out, giving the specific example of demonstrating the 
observance of the Holy Days in the life of the early church after the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ [1], gave a challenge to the congregation to do a study in the communication of 
Jesus Christ with outsiders. In particular, he thought it worthwhile to examine the 
nature of the interactions including what view these outsiders had of Jesus Christ, and 
the nature of Jesus’ response, or lack thereof. As my pastor is a person for whom 
communication is a deep personal interest, it is not surprising that he would issue such 
a challenge. 

Since communication is a deep personal interest of my own, it is not a surprise that I 
would accept such a challenge. This particular compendium is selected between Jesus 
Christ’s interactions with those who are not part of his circle of disciples. Part of the 
purpose of such an exercise as this is to show the raw material from which insight and 
conclusions can be gathered, to see patterns as well as the range of acceptable responses 
in a given situation based on the context. The scope is limited here to the synoptic 
Gospels, namely Matthew, Mark, and Luke. In terms of the structure of this particular 
entry, the passage that describes the interaction, or passages if more than one Gospel 
includes the interaction, will be given, then the type of interaction and the type of 
response that Jesus gives will be briefly given, and then a short commentary on the 
insights of the passage as far as communication is concerned will be provided as well. All 
passages will be taken from the New King James Version for convenience and the sake 
of uniformity. As with anything I write, this is intended not only for my own use to read 
and re-read, but also for anyone else who wishes to engage in the same study. As there 
are so many passages in this particular compendium, it will be divided into three parts. 
With that said, let us begin. 

*** 

Luke 2:41-51: 

“His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. And when He 
was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 
When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in 
Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; but supposing Him to have 
been in the company, they went a day’s journey, and sought Him among their relatives 
and acquaintances. So when they did not find Him, they returned to Jerusalem, seeking 
Him. Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the 
midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. And all who 



heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. So when they saw Him, 
they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, “Son, why have You done this to us? 
Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously.” And He said to them, “Why did you 
seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” But they did 
not understand the statement which He spoke to them. Then He went down with them 
and came to Nazareth, and was subject to them, but His mother kept all these things in 
her heart. ” 

Type of Interaction: With teachers, curious to interested. With parents: questioning, 
ambivalent. 
Jesus’ Response: With teachers, listening and asking questions. With parents, listening 
and asking questions. 

In this particular example we see Jesus interact with two groups of outsiders. The first 
group of people Jesus interacts with are the teachers of the temple, who are somewhat 
surprised at such a well-spoken young man, given that he was not yet thirteen, the age of 
responsible adulthood in that society. With this group of people Jesus Christ listens to 
them, asks questions, and shows off his understanding and divinely provided 
knowledge. Given his youth, he is seen as precocious but nonthreatening to the teachers, 
which would change when he would return to the temple in years to come. When his 
parents find him, they ask questions and express their anxiety, and he replies with 
questions they do not understand. Nevertheless, he listened to them as well and 
returned home with them. In both cases, there is a lack of understanding, even at this 
young age, as to what Jesus is about, but while the priests are amazed and astonished, 
his parents seem merely confused and upset, as would be natural if one had lost one’s 
child for several days, I suppose. Nevertheless, even though she did not understand 
what Jesus had said, she kept the matter in her heart and puzzled over it. 

*** 

Matthew 4:1-11: 

“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And 
when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when 
the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these 
stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” Then the devil 
took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, 
“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His 
angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You 
shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly 
high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he 
said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” Then 
Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord 



your God, and Him only you shall serve.’” Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels 
came and ministered to Him.” 

Mark 1:12: 

Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness. 13 And He was there in the 
wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts; and the angels 
ministered to Him. 

Luke 4:1-13: 

Then Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness, being tempted for forty days by the devil. And in those 
days He ate nothing, and afterward, when they had ended, He was hungry. And the devil 
said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command this stone to become bread.” But 
Jesus answered him, saying, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by 
every word of God.’” Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all 
the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “All this 
authority I will give You, and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it 
to whomever I wish. Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” And 
Jesus answered and said to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall 
worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” Then he brought Him to 
Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the Son 
of God, throw Yourself down from here. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels 
charge over you, to keep you,’ and, ‘In their hands they shall bear you up, lest you dash 
your foot against a stone.’” And Jesus answered and said to him, “It has been said, ‘You 
shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ” Now when the devil had ended every temptation, 
he departed from Him until an opportune time. 

Type of Interaction: Hostile. 
Jesus’ Response: Dismissive and commanding. 

This passage, recorded in at least some form in all of the synoptic gospels, gives an 
account of the noted temptation of Christ by Satan. Satan is about as adversarial a 
conversation partner as can be imagined. It is noteworthy, in comparing this passage to 
the first few verses of Genesis 3, which amount to the temptation and fall of mankind, 
that Jesus Christ does not reason with Satan, attempt to persuade him, or grant him any 
sort of legitimacy in the conversation. Satan provides a temptation, and Jesus Christ 
rebuts it with scripture, points to the authority of God the Father over both Jesus Christ 
and Satan, and tells the devil to begone. Satan even attempts to quote scripture, to 
which Jesus replies that God’s creatures, including demons, are forbidden from 
tempting God, at which point Satan departs, at least for the moment. Sometimes giving 
an answer for one’s behavior does not include any prospect of conversion, and therefore 
can be done bluntly and directly, with a minimum of interaction at all to minimize the 
risk every such interaction brings. 



*** 

Luke 4:16-30: 

“So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He 
went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And He was handed 
the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place 
where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to 
preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on 
Him. And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” So 
all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His 
mouth. And they said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “You will surely say 
this proverb to Me, ‘Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we have heard done in 
Capernaum, do also here in Your country.’” Then He said, “Assuredly, I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own country. But I tell you truly, many widows were in Israel 
in the days of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, and there 
was a great famine throughout all the land; but to none of them was Elijah sent except to 
Zarephath, in the region of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. And many lepers were 
in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed except 
Naaman the Syrian.” So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were 
filled with wrath, and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the 
brow of the hill on which their city was built, that they might throw Him down over the 
cliff. Then passing through the midst of them, He went His way.” 

Type of interaction: Initially curious and receptive, and then hostile. 
Jesus’ response: Challenging, then dismissive. 

This is one of the more difficult interactions in the life of Jesus Christ. After having 
begun his ministry elsewhere in Galilee, Jesus Christ came back to His hometown where 
his audience seems curious but is inwardly skeptical. Despite their initial wonderment, 
they are made angry when Jesus Christ tells them about God’s providential care for 
Gentiles, and that the lonely and brokenhearted and oppressed people whom Jesus 
Christ was called to save did not only include Jews but also Gentiles as well. Their 
wrathful response is somewhat ironic in light of the reputation that Nazareth had among 
other Jewish areas as a dishonorable area for its collaboration with Gentiles. Despite 
this collaboration in their normal business, apparently the people of the synagogue still 
considered themselves above the Gentiles that they dealt with regularly, which made 
Jesus’ citation of the behavior of the great prophets Elijah and Elisha particularly 
galling. The fact that the people of Nazareth looked down on Him because they thought 
they knew who He was made His strong words and statements of prophetic fulfillment 
all the more shocking because He violated their expectations. 



*** 

Mark 1:21-28: 

“Then they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the 
synagogue and taught. And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as 
one having authority, and not as the scribes. Now there was a man in their synagogue 
with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with 
You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy 
One of God!” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And 
when the unclean spirit had convulsed him and cried out with a loud voice, he came out 
of him. Then they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, 
“What is this? What new doctrine is this? For with authority He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey Him.” And immediately His fame spread throughout all 
the region around Galilee.”” 

Luke 4:31-37: 

“Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching them on the 
Sabbaths. And they were astonished at His teaching, for His word was with authority. 
Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean demon. And he 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Let us alone! What have we to do with You, Jesus of 
Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!” But 
Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And when the demon had 
thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him. Then they were all 
amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, “What a word this is! For with authority 
and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.” And the report about 
Him went out into every place in the surrounding region.” 

Type of interaction: With the people, receptive. With the demons, hostile. 
Jesus’ response: With the people, healing. With the demons, commanding and 
dismissive. 

This particular scene is an inverse of the previous one in Nazareth. While in Nazareth 
Jesus Christ is cast out of the synagogue, here a demon is cast out and is not allowed to 
proclaim Jesus Christ, but is instead told to be quiet and cease tormenting the demon-
possessed man. The fact that this interaction occurred in a synagogue demonstrated 
Jesus’ power over the demonic world and made him popular in an area where many 
people struggled with various kinds of illnesses and difficulties. Intriguingly enough, 
despite the fact that the demon was afraid that Jesus came to destroy him and his kind, 
neither here nor anywhere else does Jesus confirm this. He heals people, but he shows 
himself suprisingly gracious even to the run-of-the-mill demon, only telling them to be 
quiet and quit bothering people. 

*** 



Matthew 8:16-17: 

“When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed. And 
He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our 
infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”” 

Mark 1:32-34: 

“At evening, when the sun had set, they brought to Him all who were sick and those who 
were demon-possessed. And the whole city was gathered together at the door. Then He 
healed many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons; and He 
did not allow the demons to speak, because they knew Him.” 

Luke 4:40-41: 

“When the sun was setting, all those who had any that were sick with various diseases 
brought them to Him; and He laid His hands on every one of them and healed them. 
And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, “You are the Christ, the Son 
of God!” And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they knew that He was 
the Christ.” 

Type of interaction: With the people, receptive. With the demons, commanding. 
Jesus’ response: With the people, healing. With the demons, dismissive. 

Here again we see the same pattern discussed previously. Jesus Christ heals those who 
are sick, telling the demons to be quiet because they are not to receive credit for the 
work of evangelism, but otherwise gentle and positive interaction. So long as Jesus’ 
interactions were focused on healing others, He seemed to get little grief from the 
common people, since He was as of yet asking little of them and was responding to their 
needs. Yet, even so, we should note that even though the leaders of the temple spoken of 
previously did not know Him and even His mother and stepfather did not fully know 
Him, the demons knew him, even if they did not believe in Him, a sad irony. 

*** 

Matthew 4:23-25: 

“And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the 
people. Then His fame went throughout all Syria; and they brought to Him all sick 
people who were afflicted with various diseases and torments, and those who were 
demon-possessed, epileptics, and paralytics; and He healed them. Great multitudes 



followed Him—from Galilee, and from Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and beyond the 
Jordan.” 

Mark 1:35-39: 

“Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, He went out and 
departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed. And Simon and those who were with 
Him searched for Him. When they found Him, they said to Him, “Everyone is looking 
for You.” But He said to them, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there 
also, because for this purpose I have come forth.” And He was preaching in their 
synagogues throughout all Galilee, and casting out demons.” 

Luke 4:42-44: 

“Now when it was day, He departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowd 
sought Him and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from leaving them; but He said to 
them, “I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, because for this 
purpose I have been sent.” And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.” 

Type of interaction: Receptive. 
Jesus’ Response: Pleading, gracious. 

It is natural that after having been healed and taken care of by Jesus Christ that the 
people in the region of Galilee that He had healed would want Him to stay. Yet it was 
not His mission to stay in one particular area, but rather to heal and make Himself 
known in the entire region, and eventually to offer Himself as a sacrifice for sin. 
Therefore, in light of this larger mission, Jesus Christ patiently and graciously begs leave 
of the people He has just healed so that He can go elsewhere. Judging from the masses 
that followed Him and the large amount of healing, especially with regards to spiritual 
warfare, that He did, it was clear that the people of the entire region from Judea past 
Galilee suffered greatly and were not cared for by their leaders. 

*** 

Matthew 8:1-4: 

“When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And 
behold, a leper came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing, You can 
make me clean.” Then Jesus put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be 
cleansed.” Immediately his leprosy was cleansed. And Jesus said to him, “See that you 
tell no one; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer the gift that Moses 
commanded, as a testimony to them.”” 

Mark 1:40-45: 



“Now a leper came to Him, imploring Him, kneeling down to Him and saying to Him, “If 
You are willing, You can make me clean.” Then Jesus, moved with compassion, 
stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, “I am willing; be cleansed.” As 
soon as He had spoken, immediately the leprosy left him, and he was cleansed. And He 
strictly warned him and sent him away at once, and said to him, “See that you say 
nothing to anyone; but go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer for your 
cleansing those things which Moses commanded, as a testimony to them.” However, he 
went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus could 
no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to 
Him from every direction.” 

Luke 5:12-16: 

“And it happened when He was in a certain city, that behold, a man who was full of 
leprosy saw Jesus; and he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, “Lord, if You are 
willing, You can make me clean.” Then He put out His hand and touched him, saying, “I 
am willing; be cleansed.” Immediately the leprosy left him. And He charged him to tell 
no one, “But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your cleansing, 
as a testimony to them, just as Moses commanded.” However, the report went around 
concerning Him all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear, and to be 
healed by Him of their infirmities. So He Himself often withdrew into the wilderness 
and prayed.” 

Type of interaction: Receptive, friendly. 
Jesus’ Response: Healing and instruction. 

In these passages, we see an example of healing and also an example of the wisdom that 
Jesus showed that was not always grasped by the people that He healed. A man with 
leprosy came to Jesus to be healed, and he was healed, but he was also told to go to the 
priests and offer the sacrifice according to the Law of Moses, and also told not to tell 
anyone. Reading between the lines, we can see that the diagnosis of leprosy and its 
cleansing was one of the responsibilities of the priests of Aaron given in Leviticus 13 and 
14. Although Jesus Christ, as High Priest in the Order of Melchizedek (see Hebrews 
chapters 5 and 7), had the standing to perform this tasks, He wisely did not wish to 
provoke the priests by provocatively overstepping His boundaries within the 
understanding of Jews, where priestly tasks were limited to the children of Aaron. By 
publicly proclaiming that Jesus Christ had healed His leprosy, Jesus’ ministry was seen 
in increasingly threatening ways by the Jewish leadership, and so many people came to 
Jesus to be healed that it was impossible for Him to visit cities, but He was forced to 
seek wilderness places remote enough and large enough to accommodate the large 
crowds. 

*** 

Matthew 9:1-8: 



“So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. Then behold, they 
brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the 
paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” And at once some of the 
scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” But Jesus, knowing their 
thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? For which is easier, to say, ‘Your 
sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up 
your bed, and go to your house.” And he arose and departed to his house. Now when the 
multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men.” 

Mark 2:1-12: 

“And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the 
house. Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive 
them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them. Then they came to 
Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. And when they could not come 
near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they 
had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying. When Jesus 
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.” And some of 
the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, “Why does this Man speak 
blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” But immediately, when 
Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to 
them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts? Which is easier, to say to 
the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’? 
But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said 
to the paralytic, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 
Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that 
all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”” 

Luke 5:17-26: 

“Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and 
teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and 
Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. Then behold, men 
brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before 
Him. And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, 
they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the 
midst before Jesus. When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are 
forgiven you.” And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this 
who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” But when Jesus 
perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in 
your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and 
walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—
He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to 
your house.” Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, 



and departed to his own house, glorifying God. 26 And they were all amazed, and they 
glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today!”” 

Type of Interaction: Mixed. 
Jesus’ Response: Gracious to some, challenging to others. 

In this particular interaction we see Jesus dealing with two groups of people. On the one 
hand, we see the people with different kind of illnesses and sicknesses coming to Jesus 
Christ to be healed. One of the people had such loyal friends that, being unable to enter 
into the house where Jesus was staying because it was so crowded, tore the tiles off the 
roof so that they could bring the man into Jesus’ presence. Their immense faith in Jesus’ 
power and their loyalty to their paralyzed friend was such that Jesus Christ healed the 
man and also forgave him of his sins. This prompted the unfriendly part of the 
interaction with the scribes and the Pharisees, who rightly understood that Jesus Christ 
was making a claim of divinity, one which was bolstered by His obvious and manifest 
ability to heal all kinds of sicknesses and diseases, demonstrating that He was indeed 
the Son of God, a claim that they were unwilling to accept in the hearts of theirs that 
were not hidden from the One they doubted in His presence. Again, though, Jesus does 
not force the issue by claiming divinity directly, but He clearly does so implicitly by 
affirming His ability to forgive sins and leaving the implications silent. 

*** 

Matthew 9:14-17: 

“Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast 
often, but Your disciples do not fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the 
bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come 
when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast. No one puts 
a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the garment, 
and the tear is made worse. Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or else the 
wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But they put new 
wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.”” 

Mark 2:18-22: 

“The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to 
Him, “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not 
fast?” And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while the 
bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot 
fast. But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and 
then they will fast in those days. No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old 
garment; or else the new piece pulls away from the old, and the tear is made worse. And 
no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else the new wine bursts the wineskins, the 



wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined. But new wine must be put into new 
wineskins.”” 

Luke 5:33-39: 

“Then they said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and 
likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?” And He said to them, “Can 
you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? But the 
days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in 
those days.” Then He spoke a parable to them: “No one puts a piece from a new garment 
on an old one; otherwise the new makes a tear, and also the piece that was taken out of 
the new does not match the old. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; or else 
the new wine will burst the wineskins and be spilled, and the wineskins will be ruined. 
But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and both are preserved. And no one, 
having drunk old wine, immediately desires new; for he says, ‘The old is better.’”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning, curious. 
Jesus’ Response: Instructive, challenging. 

The distinction between the happiness and lack of fasting on the part of Jesus’ disciples 
and the fasting of the Pharisees and John the Baptist’s disciples was apparently the 
occasion for both John’s disciples and other observant onlookers to ask Jesus Christ 
why His disciples did not fast. His response is enigmatic, with a challenging parable. On 
the one hand, He tells his interlocutors that his disciples and the learning that they are 
gaining from Him is like new wine that requires new wineskins that are able to grow and 
expand as the wine ferments. Yet those who are impatient with the natural growth and 
maturation that takes place in a new belief system like that which Jesus Christ was 
teaching prefer the old wine, which has already shown its potential and is as mature as it 
is going to get. In this passage, Jesus’ seeming mildness in dealing with those 
questioning Him is a subtle judgment upon the Pharisees in particular–they have done 
all the maturing that they are going to do, and cannot handle the truths that Jesus Christ 
has come to bring, while Jesus’ disciples will fast and will mature and eventually become 
far more precious than the Pharisees ever were, despite their current immaturity. And 
so it was. 

*** 

Matthew 12:1-8: 

“At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. And His disciples were 
hungry, and began to pluck heads of grain and to eat. And when the Pharisees saw it, 
they said to Him, “Look, Your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the 
Sabbath!” But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, 
he and those who were with him: how he entered the house of God and ate the 
showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him, but 



only for the priests? Or have you not read in the law that on the Sabbath the priests in 
the temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? Yet I say to you that in this place 
there is One greater than the temple. But if you had known what this means, ‘I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of 
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.” 

Mark 2:23-28: 

“Now it happened that He went through the grainfields on the Sabbath; and as they 
went His disciples began to pluck the heads of grain. And the Pharisees said to Him, 
“Look, why do they do what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” But He said to them, “Have 
you never read what David did when he was in need and hungry, he and those with him: 
how he went into the house of God in the days of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the 
showbread, which is not lawful to eat except for the priests, and also gave some to those 
who were with him?” And He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the Sabbath. Therefore the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”” 

Luke 6:1-5: 

“Now it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that He went through the 
grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in 
their hands. And some of the Pharisees said to them, “Why are you doing what is not 
lawful to do on the Sabbath?” But Jesus answering them said, “Have you not even read 
this, what David did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: how he 
went into the house of God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those 
with him, which is not lawful for any but the priests to eat?” And He said to them, “The 
Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning, challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Instructive, challenging. 

Although a fuller discussion of these passages can be found elsewhere [2], this passage 
gives an example of the kind of biblical retort that Jesus gave on behalf of His disciples 
to the increasingly hostile Jewish leadership. To their accusations that the disciples 
broke the law forbidding harvesting on the Sabbath by picking up a few grains to eat in 
their hunger during the time between the Passover and Pentecost, Jesus cites two 
precedents. One of them is the fact that the priests, those who serve God in worship, 
have a different responsibility to the Sabbath because of the physical duties required of 
them in order to serve that would be profane if done by others in their earthly labors. 
This line of reasoning, recorded only by Matthew, would indicate that even though the 
Sabbath is a day of rest, those who serve God in various ways, such as teaching or 
performing music or other similar duties, may strenuously work on the Sabbath as a 
result of their duties, yet they are still blameless. Similarly, Jesus appeals to the example 
of David and the showbread (see 1 Samuel 21) to demonstrate that the purpose of the 
law is not to make life difficult for believers, but rather to serve their well-being, and 



that God does not desire pitiless justice but rather mercy and compassion for others, 
something often forgotten. 

*** 

Matthew 12:9-14: 

“Now when He had departed from there, He went into their synagogue. And behold, 
there was a man who had a withered hand. And they asked Him, saying, “Is it lawful to 
heal on the Sabbath?”—that they might accuse Him. Then He said to them, “What man 
is there among you who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sabbath, will not 
lay hold of it and lift it out? Of how much more value then is a man than a sheep? 
Therefore it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath.” Then He said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” And he stretched it out, and it was restored as whole as the other. Then the 
Pharisees went out and plotted against Him, how they might destroy Him.” 

Mark 3:1-6: 

“And He entered the synagogue again, and a man was there who had a withered hand. 
So they watched Him closely, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they 
might accuse Him. And He said to the man who had the withered hand, “Step forward.” 
Then He said to them, “Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to save life or 
to kill?” But they kept silent. And when He had looked around at them with anger, being 
grieved by the hardness of their hearts, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” 
And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the other. Then the 
Pharisees went out and immediately plotted with the Herodians against Him, how they 
might destroy Him.”” 

Luke 6:6-11: 

“Now it happened on another Sabbath, also, that He entered the synagogue and taught. 
And a man was there whose right hand was withered. So the scribes and Pharisees 
watched Him closely, whether He would heal on the Sabbath, that they might find an 
accusation against Him. But He knew their thoughts, and said to the man who had the 
withered hand, “Arise and stand here.” And he arose and stood. Then Jesus said to 
them, “I will ask you one thing: Is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to 
save life or to destroy?” And when He had looked around at them all, He said to the 
man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he did so, and his hand was restored as whole as the 
other. But they were filled with rage, and discussed with one another what they might do 
to Jesus.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Mixed: To the sick man, merciful, but to the Pharisees, provocative. 



Here we see one of the many miracles that Jesus Christ performed on the Sabbath, 
demonstrating the high view of it He had by making it the occasion of so many miracles 
of healing, setting others free from their burdens just as the Sabbath as a whole 
symbolizes the temporary rest that believers have from their burdens on the seventh 
day, or the freedom from the burdens of sin and slavery that the Holy Days symbolize, 
or the freedom from debt and generational mistakes symbolized by the Sabbath year 
and the Jubilee, respectively. Just as Jesus Christ affirmed the legitimacy of healing on 
the Sabbath, doing so in the presence of His enemies, those who hated Him were placed 
in the difficult bind of trying to rebuke Jesus for healing on the Sabbath while 
committing sin, plotting His murder, on the Sabbath, showing themselves not only to be 
hard-hearted and lacking compassion for their brethren but immensely hypocritical as 
well. Here Jesus politely contrasts the self-serving attitude of the Pharisees with His 
own love and compassion through His gracious act of mercy towards the suffering man 
with the withered hand. 

*** 

Matthew 12:15-21: 

“But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there. And great multitudes followed Him, 
and He healed them all. Yet He warned them not to make Him known, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “Behold! My Servant whom I 
have chosen, My Beloved in whom My soul is well pleased! I will put My Spirit upon 
Him, and He will declare justice to the Gentiles. He will not quarrel nor cry out, nor will 
anyone hear His voice in the streets. A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking flax 
He will not quench, till He sends forth justice to victory; and in His name Gentiles will 
trust.”” 

Mark 3:7-12: 

“But Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a great multitude from Galilee 
followed Him, and from Judea and Jerusalem and Idumea and beyond the Jordan; and 
those from Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they heard how many things He was 
doing, came to Him. So He told His disciples that a small boat should be kept ready for 
Him because of the multitude, lest they should crush Him. For He healed many, so that 
as many as had afflictions pressed about Him to touch Him. And the unclean spirits, 
whenever they saw Him, fell down before Him and cried out, saying, “You are the Son of 
God.” But He sternly warned them that they should not make Him known.” 

Luke 6:17-19: 

“And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples 
and a great multitude of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of 
Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be healed of their diseases, as well as those 



who were tormented with unclean spirits. And they were healed. And the whole 
multitude sought to touch Him, for power went out from Him and healed them all.” 

Type of interaction: Curious. 
Jesus’ Response: Merciful, gracious. 

Here again, after having seen Jesus’ compassion in the synagogue, we see His gracious 
compassion for the suffering of the people who continually followed Him, seeking 
healing. In this passage we see that Jesus was concerned for His own safety among the 
crowds, but all the same He healed those who came to Him, and fulfilled a prophecy 
spoken of by Isaiah that demonstrates His justice and His compassion for the broken 
and for those who were outsiders. 

*** 

Matthew 8:5-13: 

Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, pleading with Him, 
saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” And Jesus 
said to him, “I will come and heal him.” The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am 
not worthy that You should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant 
will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say 
to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, 
‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who 
followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel! 
And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out 
into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Then Jesus said to 
the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have believed, so let it be done for you.” And his 
servant was healed that same hour. 

Luke 7:1-10: 

“Now when He concluded all His sayings in the hearing of the people, He entered 
Capernaum. And a certain centurion’s servant, who was dear to him, was sick and ready 
to die. So when he heard about Jesus, he sent elders of the Jews to Him, pleading with 
Him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they begged Him 
earnestly, saying that the one for whom He should do this was deserving, “for he loves 
our nation, and has built us a synagogue.” Then Jesus went with them. And when He 
was already not far from the house, the centurion sent friends to Him, saying to Him, 
“Lord, do not trouble Yourself, for I am not worthy that You should enter under my roof. 
Therefore I did not even think myself worthy to come to You. But say the word, and my 
servant will be healed. For I also am a man placed under authority, having soldiers 
under me. And I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; 
and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” When Jesus heard these things, He 



marveled at him, and turned around and said to the crowd that followed Him, “I say to 
you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!” And those who were sent, 
returning to the house, found the servant well who had been sick. 

Type of interaction: Receptive 
Jesus’ Response: Gracious, healing. 

This particular passage is one of a set that deals with Jesus’ positive interactions with 
centurions [3] of the Roman army who were stationed in Judea and Galilee. In this 
passage we see a Roman officer coming to Jesus Christ on behalf of his servant. As if 
Jesus Christ shared the prejudices of His fellow Jews of His time, the people of the city 
appeal for Jesus to respond to the centurion’s request because of his generosity to the 
people, namely by helping them build a synagogue, a highly meritorious deed for any 
community of religious Jews, regardless of one’s background. Although Jesus did not 
need this urging, He responded to the request anyway, showing appreciation for the 
centurion’s accurate understanding of the relative similarity between Jesus’ position and 
that of the centurion himself, namely that both were men who had authority and 
expected obedience from their servants and who were also under the authority of others. 
For this faith and accurate understanding, Jesus Christ not only healed the servant, but 
also praised him for his rare insight, given most of His Jewish audience did not 
understand and respond to the expectation of obedience that Jesus Christ had from 
them. 

*** 

Luke 7:11-17: 

“Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His 
disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. And when He came near the gate of the city, 
behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a 
widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. When the Lord saw her, He had 
compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” Then He came and touched the open 
coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, 
arise.” So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his 
mother. Then fear came upon all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has 
risen up among us”; and, “God has visited His people.” And this report about Him went 
throughout all Judea and all the surrounding region.” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive. 
Jesus’ Response: Gracious, healing. 

Here is a miracle of a kind recorded several times in the Bible and echoing the work of 
Elisha as recorded in 2 Kings 4, where the only son of a woman is raised from the dead. 
As might be expected, showing compassion in such a fashion brought Jesus Christ a 
great deal of attention, and the report of it went out widely. As Jesus Christ hoped, the 



miracle of raising up the dead was dramatic enough that others saw Him as a prophet 
even if they did not always understand the message that He brought to them. 
Nevertheless, here is an example of Jesus Christ meeting needs and showing 
compassion, one of many such interactions recorded in the Gospels. 

*** 

Luke 7:36-50: 

“Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee’s 
house, and sat down to eat. And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she 
knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster flask of 
fragrant oil, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet 
with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and 
anointed them with the fragrant oil. Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw 
this, he spoke to himself, saying, “This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and 
what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus 
answered and said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to you.” So he said, 
“Teacher, say it.” “There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five 
hundred denarii, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing with which to repay, he 
freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?” Simon 
answered and said, “I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He said to him, 
“You have rightly judged.” Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see 
this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has 
washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. You gave Me 
no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did 
not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 
Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to 
whom little is forgiven, the same loves little.” Then He said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, “Who is 
this who even forgives sins?” Then He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you. Go 
in peace.”” 

Type of Interaction: Mixed. 
Jesus’ Response: Gracious, challenging. 

Here we see an example of a mixed interaction that puts the Pharisees in a bad light. 
Simon, one of the Pharisees, invited Jesus Christ to his home but did not provide either 
the common sort of respect one would give to a guest, namely having his feet washed 
from the dirt and dust of the road, nor the respect due to Jesus Christ as Lord and King, 
namely being anointed with oil. Yet despite this lack of honor and respect, Simon looked 
down on the sinner who washed Jesus’ feet with her repentant tears, and who anointed 
His head with oil as befitted His proper rank and station as King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords. In that light, Jesus’ parable to the Pharisee is instructive, in that Jesus came into 
the house to give mercy and forgiveness and gracious pardon to both Simon the 



Pharisee and to the sinful woman, but only the woman realized she was a sinner and was 
appreciative for the gift of forgiveness, while the Pharisee did not see himself as a sinner 
at all, and so did not appreciate what Jesus Christ was doing for him. 

*** 

Matthew 11:1-30: 

“Now it came to pass, when Jesus finished commanding His twelve disciples, that He 
departed from there to teach and to preach in their cities. And when John had heard in 
prison about the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and said to Him, “Are You 
the Coming One, or do we look for another?” Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and 
tell John the things which you hear and see: The blind see and the lame walk; the lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” As they 
departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to see? A 
man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. 
But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 
For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who 
will prepare Your way before You.’ “Assuredly, I say to you, among those born of women 
there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom 
of heaven is greater than he. And from the days of John the Baptist until now the 
kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. For all the prophets 
and the law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is 
to come. He who has ears to hear, let him hear! “But to what shall I liken this 
generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
companions, and saying: ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
mourned to you, and you did not lament.’ For John came neither eating nor drinking, 
and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is 
justified by her children.” Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His 
mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe 
to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I say to 
you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 
And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if 
the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have 
remained until this day. But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” At that time Jesus answered and said, “I 
thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from 
the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed 
good in Your sight. All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one 
knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and 
the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. Come to Me, all you who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I 



am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy 
and My burden is light.”” 

Luke 7:18-35: 

“Then the disciples of John reported to him concerning all these things. And John, 
calling two of his disciples to him, sent them to Jesus, saying, “Are You the Coming One, 
or do we look for another?” When the men had come to Him, they said, “John the 
Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we look for 
another?’” And that very hour He cured many of infirmities, afflictions, and evil spirits; 
and to many blind He gave sight. Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and tell John 
the things you have seen and heard: that the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, the poor have the gospel preached to them. 
And blessed is he who is not offended because of Me.” When the messengers of John 
had departed, He began to speak to the multitudes concerning John: “What did you go 
out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? But what did you go out to 
see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed those who are gorgeously appareled and 
live in luxury are in kings’ courts. But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say 
to you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My 
messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your way before You.’ For I say to you, 
among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he 
who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” And when all the people heard 
Him, even the tax collectors justified God, having been baptized with the baptism of 
John. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God for themselves, not having 
been baptized by him. And the Lord said, “To what then shall I liken the men of this 
generation, and what are they like? They are like children sitting in the marketplace and 
calling to one another, saying: ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 
mourned to you, and you did not weep.’ For John the Baptist came neither eating bread 
nor drinking wine, and you say, ‘He has a demon.’ The Son of Man has come eating and 
drinking, and you say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by all her children.”” 

Type of Interaction: Mixed 
Jesus’ Response: Mixed 

As John the Baptist was imprisoned, he sent out a couple of his disciples to query Jesus 
if He was the promised Messiah. Jesus responds to this question by pointing to the 
prophecy in Isaiah that He pointed out to the synagogue in Nazareth was being fulfilled 
in their hearing, in the form of a remez, or hint [4]. The response Jesus gave to the 
disciples of John the Baptist was that He was the Messiah, but that John the Baptist was 
not going to be released from prison. After this very implicit and indirect form of 
communication, Jesus Christ turns to the larger audience that was around and then 
praises John the Baptist and his work and its importance, which pleased those who had 
followed John the Baptist and paid attention to his preaching. Those who had rejected 
John the Baptist and not been baptized to repentance, like the lawyers and Pharisees, 
rejected Jesus’ message because it did not come in the right packaging. Not surprisingly, 



it is to this concern that Jesus turns next, pointing out that while He and John the 
Baptist had different approaches, one of them a friendly and cheerful fellow who 
enjoyed eating and drinking and socializing with others, while John the Baptist was 
more ascetic in his lifestyle, both preached the same message, and no matter what 
packaging it had come with, the Jewish leaders had rejected it. It is that this point, 
ominously, that Jesus Christ turns (from the account of the Gospel of Matthew) to judge 
those cities that had not turned to repentance, comparing them unfavorably with the 
Gentiles (as He had done with the people of Nazareth earlier, in Luke 4), while calling 
on those who were burdened by life to come and seek freedom in Him, closing where He 
began with compassion for the broken that marked Isaiah 61:1-2, while not negating the 
reality of judgment for those who rejected Him. 

*** 

Matthew 12:22-45: 

“Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He 
healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. And all the multitudes 
were amazed and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” Now when the Pharisees heard 
it they said, “This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the 
demons.” But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every kingdom divided 
against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against itself will 
not stand. If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his 
kingdom stand? And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons cast 
them out? Therefore they shall be your judges. But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of 
God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. Or how can one enter a strong 
man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man? And then he 
will plunder his house. He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather 
with Me scatters abroad. Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be 
forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven men. Anyone 
who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to 
come. “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or else make the tree bad and its 
fruit bad; for a tree is known by its fruit. Brood of vipers! How can you, being evil, speak 
good things? For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good man out of 
the good treasure of his heart brings forth good things, and an evil man out of the evil 
treasure brings forth evil things. But I say to you that for every idle word men may 
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. For by your words you will be 
justified, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from You.” But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation 
seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 
For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the 
Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh 
will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented 



at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater than Jonah is here. The queen of the 
South will rise up in the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for she came 
from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and indeed a greater than 
Solomon is here. When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, 
seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, ‘I will return to my house from which I 
came.’ And when he comes, he finds it empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and 
takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and dwell 
there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it also be with this 
wicked generation.”” 

Mark 3:20-30: 

“Then the multitude came together again, so that they could not so much as eat bread. 
But when His own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they 
said, “He is out of His mind.” And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He 
has Beelzebub,” and, “By the ruler of the demons He casts out demons.” So He called 
them to Himself and said to them in parables: “How can Satan cast out Satan? If a 
kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. And if a house is divided 
against itself, that house cannot stand. And if Satan has risen up against himself, and is 
divided, he cannot stand, but has an end. No one can enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. And then he will plunder his 
house. “Assuredly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever 
blasphemies they may utter; but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has 
forgiveness, but is subject to eternal condemnation”—because they said, “He has an 
unclean spirit.”” 

Luke 11:14-23: 

“And He was casting out a demon, and it was mute. So it was, when the demon had gone 
out, that the mute spoke; and the multitudes marveled. But some of them said, “He casts 
out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” Others, testing Him, sought from 
Him a sign from heaven. But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them: “Every kingdom 
divided against itself is brought to desolation, and a house divided against a house falls. 
If Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? Because you say I 
cast out demons by Beelzebub. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your 
sons cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. But if I cast out demons with the 
finger of God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon you. When a strong man, fully 
armed, guards his own palace, his goods are in peace. But when a stronger than he 
comes upon him and overcomes him, he takes from him all his armor in which he 
trusted, and divides his spoils. He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does 
not gather with Me scatters.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging to hostile. 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging. 



In this complicated interaction, we see Jesus speak in a hinting way about Satan’s house 
being divided [5], and we see Him respond back to the Pharisees with criticism that they 
were possibly entirely unprepared to deal with and that have caused a lot of believers 
grief in their own reflections. After performing one of his many healings of someone 
who was demon-possessed, some of the scribes who were visiting from Jerusalem 
dismissed Jesus’ casting out demons as being from Satan. It is here that Jesus speaks of 
the unpardonable sin [6], as ascribing the power of God through the Holy Spirit to that 
of Satan and his realm of demons. In this passage, Jesus Christ describes His power, 
defends His legitimacy, and reminds His critics that if one falsely calls that which comes 
from God evil and Satanic that such a sin cannot be pardoned, largely because one is cut 
off from recognizing what God is doing, and so one cannot be reached by the 
demonstration of God’s power. 

*** 

Matthew 8:18-22: 

“And when Jesus saw great multitudes about Him, He gave a command to depart to the 
other side. Then a certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will follow You 
wherever You go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.” Then another of His disciples 
said to Him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Follow 
Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.”” 

Luke 9:57-62: 

Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, “Lord, I will 
follow You wherever You go.”   And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”  Then He said to 
another, “Follow Me.”  But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my father.”   Jesus 
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of 
God.”  And another also said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them 
farewell who are at my house.”  But Jesus said to him, “No one, having put his hand to 
the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
Type of Interaction: Receptive, curious. 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging. 

Here in this brief series of interactions we see that there were many who said with their 
lips that they wished to follow Jesus Christ but had not counted the cost. Here two 
examples suffice as instances of the larger pattern. A scribe, a member of the elite of 
Second Temple Judaism, is told that following Christ means sleeping outside far from 
the comforts of civilization. A man who is waiting for his father to die, presumably so 
that he can secure his inheritance, is told to let the dead bury their own dead–in other 
words, that the rewards of following Christ preclude the sort of mercenarial thinking 
that leads people to seek to corner earthly riches before committing to a life of following 



God’s ways. These similar examples demonstrate the mixed motives in the hearts of 
those who were attracted to Christ’s message but who were affected, as many people are, 
by a love of riches and comfort that hinder them from truly achieving righteousness. 

*** 

To be continued… 

[1] See, for example: 
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A Compendium Of Jesus’ Interactions With Outsiders In The Synoptic Gospels:  Part 
Two 
Written on October 20, 2015 

This post is a continuation of the previous post in the series [1]. To summarize the 
contents of this post, they consist of the biblical record of interactions between Jesus 
Christ and outsiders (those not His disciples) along with a discussion of the nature of 
the interaction as well as Jesus’ response. 

*** 

Matthew 12:46-50: 

“While He was still talking to the multitudes, behold, His mother and brothers stood 
outside, seeking to speak with Him. Then one said to Him, “Look, Your mother and 
Your brothers are standing outside, seeking to speak with You.” But He answered and 
said to the one who told Him, “Who is My mother and who are My brothers?” And He 
stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and My 
brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and 
mother.”” 

Mark 3:31-35: 

“Then His brothers and His mother came, and standing outside they sent to Him, calling 
Him. And a multitude was sitting around Him; and they said to Him, “Look, Your 
mother and Your brothers are outside seeking You.” But He answered them, saying, 
“Who is My mother, or My brothers?” And He looked around in a circle at those who sat 
about Him, and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers! For whoever does the will 
of God is My brother and My sister and mother.”” 

Luke 8:19-21: 

“Then His mother and brothers came to Him, and could not approach Him because of 
the crowd. And it was told Him by some, who said, “Your mother and Your brothers are 
standing outside, desiring to see You.” But He answered and said to them, “My mother 
and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”” 

Type of Interaction: Inviting. 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging. 

On the face of it, this interaction is immensely puzzling. As Jesus was speaking to a 
complicated group of people including some hostile Pharisees, Jesus’ family asks to see 



him, presuming that the blood relationship will lead to some sort of favoritism. Instead, 
though, Jesus told the people asking him that those who believed and followed Jesus 
and were His disciples (unlike his family) would count as His family. Although it must 
have been shocking to hear in a culture that cared deeply about family ties, his brothers 
in particular appear to have gotten the point. When his half-brothers James and Jude 
later wrote books of the Bible, neither of them tried to play on their family link as a way 
of securing power and influence within Christianity. Rather, both of them considered 
themselves to be servants of Christ (James 1:1, Jude :1). Likewise, John the beloved 
apostle ended up being tasked with taking care of Jesus’ mother (John 19:26-27). 

*** 

Matthew 8:28-34: 

“When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him 
two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one 
could pass that way. And suddenly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with You, 
Jesus, You Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?” Now a 
good way off from them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the demons 
begged Him, saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine.” 
And He said to them, “Go.” So when they had come out, they went into the herd of 
swine. And suddenly the whole herd of swine ran violently down the steep place into the 
sea, and perished in the water. Then those who kept them fled; and they went away into 
the city and told everything, including what had happened to the demon-possessed men. 
And behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they 
begged Him to depart from their region.” 

Mark 5:1-20: 

“Then they came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gadarenes. And when 
He had come out of the boat, immediately there met Him out of the tombs a man with 
an unclean spirit, who had his dwelling among the tombs; and no one could bind him, 
not even with chains, because he had often been bound with shackles and chains. And 
the chains had been pulled apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces; neither 
could anyone tame him. And always, night and day, he was in the mountains and in the 
tombs, crying out and cutting himself with stones. When he saw Jesus from afar, he ran 
and worshiped Him. And he cried out with a loud voice and said, “What have I to do 
with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by God that You do not 
torment me.” For He said to him, “Come out of the man, unclean spirit!” Then He asked 
him, “What is your name?” And he answered, saying, “My name is Legion; for we are 
many.” Also he begged Him earnestly that He would not send them out of the country. 
Now a large herd of swine was feeding there near the mountains. So all the demons 
begged Him, saying, “Send us to the swine, that we may enter them.” And at once Jesus 
gave them permission. Then the unclean spirits went out and entered the swine (there 
were about two thousand); and the herd ran violently down the steep place into the sea, 



and drowned in the sea. So those who fed the swine fled, and they told it in the city and 
in the country. And they went out to see what it was that had happened. Then they came 
to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon-possessed and had the legion, sitting 
and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. And those who saw it told them 
how it happened to him who had been demon-possessed, and about the swine. Then 
they began to plead with Him to depart from their region. And when He got into the 
boat, he who had been demon-possessed begged Him that he might be with Him. 
However, Jesus did not permit him, but said to him, “Go home to your friends, and tell 
them what great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has had compassion on 
you.” And he departed and began to proclaim in Decapolis all that Jesus had done for 
him; and all marveled.” 

Luke 8:26-39: 

“Then they sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which is opposite Galilee. And when 
He stepped out on the land, there met Him a certain man from the city who had demons 
for a long time. And he wore no clothes, nor did he live in a house but in the tombs. 
When he saw Jesus, he cried out, fell down before Him, and with a loud voice said, 
“What have I to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg You, do not 
torment me!” For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. For it 
had often seized him, and he was kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles; 
and he broke the bonds and was driven by the demon into the wilderness. Jesus asked 
him, saying, “What is your name?” And he said, “Legion,” because many demons had 
entered him. And they begged Him that He would not command them to go out into the 
abyss. Now a herd of many swine was feeding there on the mountain. So they begged 
Him that He would permit them to enter them. And He permitted them. Then the 
demons went out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd ran violently down the 
steep place into the lake and drowned. When those who fed them saw what had 
happened, they fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then they went out to see 
what had happened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from whom the demons had 
departed, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 
They also who had seen it told them by what means he who had been demon-possessed 
was healed. Then the whole multitude of the surrounding region of the Gadarenes asked 
Him to depart from them, for they were seized with great fear. And He got into the boat 
and returned. Now the man from whom the demons had departed begged Him that he 
might be with Him. But Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to your own house, and 
tell what great things God has done for you.” And he went his way and proclaimed 
throughout the whole city what great things Jesus had done for him.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging. 
Jesus’ Response: Gracious. 

This interaction is one of the more puzzling examples of Jesus’ grace to demons and to 
Gentiles. In a Greek-speaking area to the Southeast of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus and His 
disciples met up with a dreadfully tormented man filled with a large number of demons. 
In casting them out, Jesus refuses to torment the demons as they expected, and allows 



them to depart into a herd of pigs which commit suicide in a lake. One would think that 
in an area struggling with demonic oppression that the people of the region would want 
to have things cleaned up, but no, they wanted Jesus to get out and stop destroying their 
unclean animals that they weren’t supposed to be eating anyway. At least one part of the 
interaction went well, and that is that after having compassion on the demon-possessed 
man, he was sent home to live a decent life and tell others what Jesus Christ had done, 
and so he did. 

*** 

Matthew 9:18-26: 

“While He spoke these things to them, behold, a ruler came and worshiped Him, saying, 
“My daughter has just died, but come and lay Your hand on her and she will live.” So 
Jesus arose and followed him, and so did His disciples. And suddenly, a woman who had 
a flow of blood for twelve years came from behind and touched the hem of His garment. 
For she said to herself, “If only I may touch His garment, I shall be made well.” But 
Jesus turned around, and when He saw her He said, “Be of good cheer, daughter; your 
faith has made you well.” And the woman was made well from that hour. When Jesus 
came into the ruler’s house, and saw the flute players and the noisy crowd wailing, He 
said to them, “Make room, for the girl is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed 
Him. But when the crowd was put outside, He went in and took her by the hand, and the 
girl arose. And the report of this went out into all that land.” 

Mark 5:21-43: 

“Now when Jesus had crossed over again by boat to the other side, a great multitude 
gathered to Him; and He was by the sea. And behold, one of the rulers of the synagogue 
came, Jairus by name. And when he saw Him, he fell at His feet and begged Him 
earnestly, saying, “My little daughter lies at the point of death. Come and lay Your hands 
on her, that she may be healed, and she will live.” So Jesus went with him, and a great 
multitude followed Him and thronged Him. Now a certain woman had a flow of blood 
for twelve years, and had suffered many things from many physicians. She had spent all 
that she had and was no better, but rather grew worse. When she heard about Jesus, she 
came behind Him in the crowd and touched His garment. For she said, “If only I may 
touch His clothes, I shall be made well.” Immediately the fountain of her blood was 
dried up, and she felt in her body that she was healed of the affliction. 30 And Jesus, 
immediately knowing in Himself that power had gone out of Him, turned around in the 
crowd and said, “Who touched My clothes?” But His disciples said to Him, “You see the 
multitude thronging You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” And He looked around to 
see her who had done this thing. But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing what 
had happened to her, came and fell down before Him and told Him the whole truth. And 
He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace, and be healed of 
your affliction.” While He was still speaking, some came from the ruler of the 
synagogue’s house who said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any 



further?” As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, He said to the ruler of the 
synagogue, “Do not be afraid; only believe.” And He permitted no one to follow Him 
except Peter, James, and John the brother of James. Then He came to the house of the 
ruler of the synagogue, and saw a tumult and those who wept and wailed loudly. When 
He came in, He said to them, “Why make this commotion and weep? The child is not 
dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him. But when He had put them all outside, He 
took the father and the mother of the child, and those who were with Him, and entered 
where the child was lying. Then He took the child by the hand, and said to her, “Talitha, 
cumi,” which is translated, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” Immediately the girl arose 
and walked, for she was twelve years of age. And they were overcome with great 
amazement. But He commanded them strictly that no one should know it, and said that 
something should be given her to eat.” 

Luke 8:40-56: 

“So it was, when Jesus returned, that the multitude welcomed Him, for they were all 
waiting for Him. And behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the 
synagogue. And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, for he 
had an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying. But as He went, the 
multitudes thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who 
had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, came from 
behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood 
stopped. And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with 
him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched 
Me?’” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from 
Me.” Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and 
falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the 
reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And He said to her, 
“Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” While He was 
still speaking, someone came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, 
“Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.” But when Jesus heard it, He 
answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.” When 
He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, and John, 
and the father and mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, 
“Do not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she 
was dead. But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little 
girl, arise.” Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded 
that she be given something to eat. And her parents were astonished, but He charged 
them to tell no one what had happened.” 

Type of Interaction: Complicated, but mostly welcoming. 
Jesus’ Response: Healing. 

This is a complex interaction because of the fact that it demonstrates healing that was 
done at the will of God that was not by foreknowledge to Jesus Christ. While on the way 
to heal a young girl, the daughter of a leader of the synagogue who was near death, Jesus 



felt His spirit diminish in order to heal a woman who had suffered from a blood flow for 
many years, a disease that made her unclean in the eyes of other Jews. Although Jesus 
did not intend to heal her, she was healed anyway, and graciously told to depart in peace 
and not to be ashamed for seeking healing in her faith. The delay leads the young girl, 
Jarius’ daughter to die, but Jesus wakes her up from her “sleep” despite the mocking of 
some of the people inside the house. In a complicated interaction, two people are healed 
and Jesus deals graciously even with the mocking, putting their mocking to silence with 
His works. 

*** 

Matthew 9:27-34: 

“When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and saying, 
“Son of David, have mercy on us!” And when He had come into the house, the blind men 
came to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I am able to do this?” They 
said to Him, “Yes, Lord.” Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to your faith 
let it be to you.” And their eyes were opened. And Jesus sternly warned them, saying, 
“See that no one knows it.” But when they had departed, they spread the news about 
Him in all that country. As they went out, behold, they brought to Him a man, mute and 
demon-possessed. And when the demon was cast out, the mute spoke. And the 
multitudes marveled, saying, “It was never seen like this in Israel!” But the Pharisees 
said, “He casts out demons by the ruler of the demons.”” 

Type of Interaction: Mixed, both challenging and welcoming. 
Jesus’ Response: Healing, silence. 

Here we see two examples of Jesus healing, one healing two blind men who confess in 
Jesus’ power to heal them, being healed through the faith that they have in Jesus. As He 
did at times, He asked the men to be quiet, but of course they could not keep quiet, 
perhaps because of growing opposition with the Jewish leadership, which can be seen in 
the Pharisees claiming that Jesus cast out demons by Satan after He healed a mute man. 
Here again we see Jesus’ silence in the face of His opposition, and His asking of people 
what they are unable to do, because they do not understand His reasons, and his desire 
not to provoke others into committing the unpardonable sin, as was done here by the 
Pharisees. 

*** 

Matthew 13:54-58: 

“Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these parables, that He departed from 
there. When He had come to His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, so 
that they were astonished and said, “Where did this Man get this wisdom and these 



mighty works? Is this not the carpenter’s son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His 
brothers James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? And His sisters, are they not all with us? 
Where then did this Man get all these things?” So they were offended at Him. But Jesus 
said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own 
house.” Now He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.” 

Mark 6:1-6: 

“Then He went out from there and came to His own country, and His disciples followed 
Him. And when the Sabbath had come, He began to teach in the synagogue. And many 
hearing Him were astonished, saying, “Where did this Man get these things? And what 
wisdom is this which is given to Him, that such mighty works are performed by His 
hands! Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, 
and Simon? And are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him. But 
Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor except in his own country, among 
his own relatives, and in his own house.” Now He could do no mighty work there, except 
that He laid His hands on a few sick people and healed them. And He marveled because 
of their unbelief. Then He went about the villages in a circuit, teaching.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

We might expect that people would be more respected in their hometown than 
anywhere else, but that was not the case with Jesus Christ. In giving His hometown one 
more chance to honor Him after His disastrous previous visit in Luke 4, His neighbors 
still viewed Him as just a carpenter’s son, whose family they knew well, and did not see 
Him as the Son of God, or even as a prophet powerfully blessed by God. As a result, He 
gives His hometown a good riddance and leaves it to pursue greener pastures and more 
fertile and receptive ground elsewhere, and He is never recorded as having visited His 
hometown every again. 

*** 

Matthew 14:22-23: 

“Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 
side, while He sent the multitudes away. And when He had sent the multitudes away, He 
went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. Now when evening came, He was alone 
there.” 

Mark 6:45-46: 



“Immediately He made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other 
side, to Bethsaida, while He sent the multitude away. And when He had sent them away, 
He departed to the mountain to pray.” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive 
Jesus’ Response: Withdrawal 

The context of this interaction is a bit unclear in Matthew and Mark, but in John 6:14-17 
it is a bit more clear: after the feeding of the 5000, those who were fed wanted to make 
Jesus Christ their king. Yet Jesus Christ did not wish to be king on those terms, and so 
He withdrew by Himself, His act of generosity being misconstrued as a leftist political 
program, as it has been misunderstood by many people who are adherents of the Social 
Gospel ever since then. 

*** 

Matthew 15:1-20: 

“Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, “Why 
do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their 
hands when they eat bread.” He answered and said to them, “Why do you also 
transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? For God commanded, 
saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let 
him be put to death.’ But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever 
profit you might have received from me is a gift to God”—then he need not honor his 
father or mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your 
tradition. Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: ‘These people draw 
near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me with their lips, but their heart is far from 
Me. And in vain they worship Me, 
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ” When He had called the multitude 
to Himself, He said to them, “Hear and understand: Not what goes into the mouth 
defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.” Then His disciples 
came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard 
this saying?” But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father has not 
planted will be uprooted. Let them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the 
blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.” Then Peter answered and said to Him, 
“Explain this parable to us.” So Jesus said, “Are you also still without understanding? Do 
you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is 
eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and 
they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, 
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, 
but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.”” 

Mark 7:1-23: 



“Then the Pharisees and some of the scribes came together to Him, having come from 
Jerusalem. Now when they saw some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, with 
unwashed hands, they found fault. For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless 
they wash their hands in a special way, holding the tradition of the elders. When they 
come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other 
things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper 
vessels, and couches. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do Your disciples 
not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?” 
He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is 
written: ‘This people honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. And in 
vain they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ For laying 
aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of men—the washing of pitchers 
and cups, and many other such things you do.” He said to them, “All too well you reject 
the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. For Moses said, ‘Honor 
your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to 
death.’ But you say, ‘If a man says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might 
have received from me is Corban”—’(that is, a gift to God), then you no longer let him do 
anything for his father or his mother, making the word of God of no effect through your 
tradition which you have handed down. And many such things you do.” When He had 
called all the multitude to Himself, He said to them, “Hear Me, everyone, and 
understand: There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but 
the things which come out of him, those are the things that defile a man. If anyone has 
ears to hear, let him hear!” When He had entered a house away from the crowd, His 
disciples asked Him concerning the parable. So He said to them, “Are you thus without 
understanding also? Do you not perceive that whatever enters a man from outside 
cannot defile him, because it does not enter his heart but his stomach, and is eliminated, 
thus purifying all foods?” And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles a man. 
For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within and defile a man.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

This is one of the clearest cases of conflict that can be found in the Gospels. The 
Pharisees seek to judge the disciples for not following their self-imposed washings, and 
Jesus responds by pointing out that the Pharisees sought to nullify the law of God and 
replace with manmade laws and traditions, such as later filled the Talmud. Yet this 
interaction is one of the most consistently misapplied passages in the Bible because its 
context is neglected. At its heart, this passage is about two different ways of viewing law 
and authority. Jesus represented His authority as the Lawgiver who had given the 
Pharisees the Ten Commandments (and a lot of other laws) and supported the 
legitimacy of God’s laws, as opposed to the corrupt and self-ordained authority of the 
Pharisees, who sought to enshrine their own traditions of the elders as having the force 
of God’s laws. It is that defense of the legitimacy of God’s laws, and its condemnation of 
the sorts of behaviors exhibited by the Pharisees in their attitudes, and gives this 



interaction an especially pointed focus, a focus that is lost when this passage is falsely 
viewed as speaking about clean and unclean meats rather than the necessity for rigorous 
ceremonial washings before meals. 

*** 

Matthew 15:21-28: 

“Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And 
behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying, “Have 
mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.” But He 
answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she cries out after us.” But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.” Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, 
help me!” But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and 
throw it to the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the 
crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O 
woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed 
from that very hour.” 

Mark 7:24-30: 

“From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And He entered a house 
and wanted no one to know it, but He could not be hidden. For a woman whose young 
daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him, and she came and fell at His feet. The 
woman was a Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him to cast the 
demon out of her daughter. But Jesus said to her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is 
not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” And she answered 
and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs under the table eat from the 
children’s crumbs.” Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the demon has 
gone out of your daughter.” And when she had come to her house, she found the demon 
gone out, and her daughter lying on the bed.” 

Type of Interaction: Welcoming. 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging, but ultimately positive. 

This interaction is a complicated one because Jesus Christ appears to have been playing 
a larger game that must be read between the lines. On the face of it, the woman’s 
persistent pleas for Jesus to heal her afflicted daughter in the face of His parroting of the 
official Jewish line about ethnic separation seems particularly cruel. Yet the woman’s 
response about the little dogs eating from the children’s table is immensely witty, and 
one imagines Jesus said this hurtful and common phrase about the way that Jews 
viewed Gentiles with a twinkle in His eyes so that she knew He was saying it facetiously. 
As a result, what on the surface seems to be an example of racism in reality serves as a 
challenge to the racism of the disciples, which they would be slow to overcome. 



*** 

Matthew 15:29-31: 

“Jesus departed from there, skirted the Sea of Galilee, and went up on the mountain and 
sat down there. Then great multitudes came to Him, having with them the lame, blind, 
mute, maimed, and many others; and they laid them down at Jesus’ feet, and He healed 
them. So the multitude marveled when they saw the mute speaking, the maimed made 
whole, the lame walking, and the blind seeing; and they glorified the God of Israel.” 

Mark 7:31-37: 

“Again, departing from the region of Tyre and Sidon, He came through the midst of the 
region of Decapolis to the Sea of Galilee. Then they brought to Him one who was deaf 
and had an impediment in his speech, and they begged Him to put His hand on him. 
And He took him aside from the multitude, and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat 
and touched his tongue. Then, looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, 
“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” Immediately his ears were opened, and the 
impediment of his tongue was loosed, and he spoke plainly. Then He commanded them 
that they should tell no one; but the more He commanded them, the more widely they 
proclaimed it. And they were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He has done all 
things well. He makes both the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive 
Jesus’ Response: Healing 

Here we see another example of healing, and anther case where Jesus told the people 
who he healed to keep things quiet where they simply could not refrain from talking 
about what Jesus Christ had done for them. Here is a case where Jesus sought to be 
compassionate by healing others, but also sought to be wise by avoiding the provocation 
of the Jewish elites who were incensed at hearing any of His deeds, yet others could not 
understand why He did not want to provoke a hostile response before it was His time to 
give Himself as a sacrifice. The strategic aspects of Jesus’ work completely passed over 
the heads of many members of His audience, who could only think about rejoicing in 
what God had done for them. 

*** 

Matthew 15:39-16:4: 

“And He sent away the multitude, got into the boat, and came to the region of Magdala. 
Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and testing Him asked that He would show 
them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It 
will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, 



for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the 
sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation 
seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.” 
And He left them and departed.” 

Mark 8:10-12: 

“[He] immediately got into the boat with His disciples, and came to the region of 
Dalmanutha. Then the Pharisees came out and began to dispute with Him, seeking from 
Him a sign from heaven, testing Him. But He sighed deeply in His spirit, and said, “Why 
does this generation seek a sign? Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this 
generation.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Here we see the Pharisees and Sadduccees, the elites who were so upset by Jesus’ 
ministry, asking for a miraculous sign, as if the healings and other miracles that Jesus 
Christ did were not enough. Recognizing their spirit, Jesus Christ chastised them for 
their ability to discern the signs of the sky but not the spiritual signs of the times or their 
own lives. The one sign He gave to them was significant in several ways–for one, it was a 
warning that His message was designed, like Jonah’s, to warn them of destruction 
unless they repented. Unlike Nineveh, they did not repent. Additionally, just like Jonah 
spent three days and three nights in the belly of a great fish, so too Jesus spent three 
days and three nights asleep in the grave before being the firstborn through resurrection 
into eternal life. 

*** 

Mark 8:22-26: 

“Then He came to Bethsaida; and they brought a blind man to Him, and begged Him to 
touch him. So He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the town. And 
when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands on him, He asked him if he saw 
anything. And he looked up and said, “I see men like trees, walking.” Then He put His 
hands on his eyes again and made him look up. And he was restored and saw everyone 
clearly. Then He sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither go into the town, nor tell 
anyone in the town.”” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive 
Jesus’ Response: Healing 

As in many other cases, Jesus told the man He healed not to proclaim it in town, lest it 
cause problems, including large crowds and the potential of official civil and religious 



repercussions. However, aside from that common thread, this short passage is 
noteworthy in providing an example of a staged healing. Rather than being healed all 
the way all at once, the blindness of the man was healed in multiple stages, with a bit of 
folk medicine to serve as a placebo for the healing power of the Holy Spirit. 

*** 

Matthew 17:14-20: 

“And when they had come to the multitude, a man came to Him, kneeling down to Him 
and saying, “Lord, have mercy on my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers severely; for 
he often falls into the fire and often into the water. So I brought him to Your disciples, 
but they could not cure him.” Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and perverse 
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him 
here to Me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him; and the child was 
cured from that very hour. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why 
could we not cast it out?” So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for 
assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you. 
However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.”” 

Mark 9:14-29: 

And when He came to the disciples, He saw a great multitude around them, and scribes 
disputing with them. Immediately, when they saw Him, all the people were greatly 
amazed, and running to Him, greeted Him. And He asked the scribes, “What are you 
discussing with them?” Then one of the crowd answered and said, “Teacher, I brought 
You my son, who has a mute spirit. And wherever it seizes him, it throws him down; he 
foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth, and becomes rigid. So I spoke to Your disciples, 
that they should cast it out, but they could not.” He answered him and said, “O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you? Bring him to 
Me.” Then they brought him to Him. And when he saw Him, immediately the spirit 
convulsed him, and he fell on the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth. So He 
asked his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 
childhood. And often he has thrown him both into the fire and into the water to destroy 
him. But if You can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” Jesus said to him, 
“If you can believe, all things are possible to him who believes.” Immediately the father 
of the child cried out and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help my unbelief!” When 
Jesus saw that the people came running together, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying 
to it: “Deaf and dumb spirit, I command you, come out of him and enter him no more!” 
Then the spirit cried out, convulsed him greatly, and came out of him. And he became as 
one dead, so that many said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted 
him up, and he arose. And when He had come into the house, His disciples asked Him 
privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” So He said to them, “This kind can come out 
by nothing but prayer and fasting.”” 



Luke 9:37-43a: 

“Now it happened on the next day, when they had come down from the mountain, that a 
great multitude met Him. Suddenly a man from the multitude cried out, saying, 
“Teacher, I implore You, look on my son, for he is my only child. And behold, a spirit 
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out; it convulses him so that he foams at the mouth; 
and it departs from him with great difficulty, bruising him. So I implored Your disciples 
to cast it out, but they could not.” Then Jesus answered and said, “O faithless and 
perverse generation, how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring your son 
here.” And as he was still coming, the demon threw him down and convulsed him. Then 
Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit, healed the child, and gave him back to his father. And 
they were all amazed at the majesty of God.” 

Type of Interaction: Complex. 
Jesus’ Response: Complex. 

This interaction is a complicated one because there is a lot going on and at least four 
different parties in this interaction. Before the interaction begins, Jesus’ disciples had 
unsuccessfully tried to rid the epileptic boy of a powerful demon. It should be noted at 
the outset that not all epilepsy would be demon-induced, but this particular case was. At 
any rate, after having been unable to heal the boy, the disciples get into an argument 
with the scribes, and Jesus begins the interaction by questioning the scribes. At this 
point the interaction then turns to a discussion between Jesus and the father of the 
stricken boy. Jesus asks about the man’s belief that He could heal the boy, listens 
compassionately to the tale of how the boy has suffered at the hands of the demon, and 
the boy is healed. Yet in addition to that there is more. There is a rebuke for the lack of 
faith of the generation–which includes the disciples at this point, whose lack of prayer 
and fasting meant that they could not cast out the demon. In addition, Jesus here 
compares the domination of demons to mountains, which gives one of the clues of 
interpreting at least a few passages of scripture relating to removing or moving 
mountains, which are often taken literally. Ultimately, the boy is healed and glory is 
given to God, but this passage has all kind of troubling implications about the influence 
of demons on the suffering of people. 

*** 

Matthew 17:24-27: 

“When they had come to Capernaum, those who received the temple tax came to Peter 
and said, “Does your Teacher not pay the temple tax?” He said, “Yes.” And when he had 
come into the house, Jesus anticipated him, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From 
whom do the kings of the earth take customs or taxes, from their sons or from 
strangers?” Peter said to Him, “From strangers.” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are 
free. Nevertheless, lest we offend them, go to the sea, cast in a hook, and take the fish 



that comes up first. And when you have opened its mouth, you will find a piece of 
money; take that and give it to them for Me and you.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Here we see another example of Jesus Christ avoiding an opportunity to be provocative 
and offensive. Although, as the Son of God, He was exempt from the Temple tax, He was 
willing to pay for himself (and Peter), albeit miraculously, in order to avoid causing 
offense. This particular interaction is a good reminder that it is wise to live in such a way 
that we are willing to go the extra mile and pay extra cost to avoid offending others 
where possible, and not to use our liberty as a club to make others upset at us. That is a 
lesson we could all stand to learn a bit better. 

*** 

Luke 10:25-37: 

“And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do 
to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading 
of it?” So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as 
yourself.’” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this and you will live.” 
But he, wanting to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Then Jesus 
answered and said: “A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves, who stripped him of his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving 
him half dead. Now by chance a certain priest came down that road. And when he saw 
him, he passed by on the other side. Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, 
came and looked, and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as he 
journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had compassion. So he went 
to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on his own 
animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. On the next day, when he departed, 
he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, ‘Take care of him; 
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.’ So which of these 
three do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?” And he said, “He 
who showed mercy on him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

This passage is one of the most famous passages in the Bible, the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan, and it is easy to forget how demanding the standard Jesus asks of believers 
here is [2]. Upon confidently answering that to love one’s neighbor as oneself is one of 
the key aspects of one’s behavior that will lead to eternal life, something confirmed often 
in scripture (see, for example, Matthew 5:48, Romans 12, or Matthew 23), the expert in 



the law seeks to exempt others from being considered neighbors and thus receiving this 
sort of love. Jesus, though, provides no such wiggle room, requiring a believer to show 
love even for enemies, with whom there is no social intercourse nor any friendly 
relations whatsoever. Such people are to be treated kindly and compassionately, with 
their wounds treated and with care taken for them, not with any expectation of 
repayment, but as the response of a kind and loving heart in a world full of broken 
people who have been left for dead on the side of the road while others pass by. This is 
an immensely difficult standard to achieve, and it requires the indwelling presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit, and a great deal of difficult practice, to love others this well. 

*** 

Luke 10:39-42: 

“Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain village; and a certain woman 
named Martha welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who 
also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with much serving, 
and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to 
serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, 
“Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is 
needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Although this passage has been written about at length elsewhere [3], it is worth 
mentioning here in describing how interactions of Jesus with others have been 
misinterpreted. In this particular passage, Jesus is making it clear that paying close 
attention to Jesus’ teaching is more important than being consumed by the cares of this 
world. All too often Mary has been viewed as being lazy and callous for not helping 
Martha out with the chores, but Jesus is saying that spending time with Him and 
learning His ways is more important than filling one’s life with that which can be done 
anytime, especially since Jesus does not appear to have been fussy about matters of no 
great importance. The question here is one of priorities, not one of being hardworking or 
lazy, and Martha appears to have gotten the point, even with her anxious nature and 
desire to do good. It is also noteworthy that here, as is the case elsewhere, Jesus is 
reluctant to enter into the disputes that others have, a wise pattern of restraint (see also 
Luke 12:13-15). 

*** 

Luke 11:37-12:12: 



“And as He spoke, a certain Pharisee asked Him to dine with him. So He went in and sat 
down to eat. When the Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first washed before 
dinner. Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees make the outside of the cup and 
dish clean, but your inward part is full of greed and wickedness. Foolish ones! Did not 
He who made the outside make the inside also? But rather give alms of such things as 
you have; then indeed all things are clean to you. “But woe to you Pharisees! For you 
tithe mint and rue and all manner of herbs, and pass by justice and the love of God. 
These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. Woe to you Pharisees! 
For you love the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces. Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like graves which are not seen, and 
the men who walk over them are not aware of them.” Then one of the lawyers answered 
and said to Him, “Teacher, by saying these things You reproach us also.” And He said, 
“Woe to you also, lawyers! For you load men with burdens hard to bear, and you 
yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers. Woe to you! For you build 
the tombs of the prophets, and your fathers killed them. In fact, you bear witness that 
you approve the deeds of your fathers; for they indeed killed them, and you build their 
tombs. Therefore the wisdom of God also said, ‘I will send them prophets and apostles, 
and some of them they will kill and persecute,’ that the blood of all the prophets which 
was shed from the foundation of the world may be required of this generation, from the 
blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah who perished between the altar and the temple. 
Yes, I say to you, it shall be required of this generation. “Woe to you lawyers! For you 
have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and those who 
were entering in you hindered.” And as He said these things to them, the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to assail Him vehemently, and to cross-examine Him about many 
things, lying in wait for Him, and seeking to catch Him in something He might say, that 
they might accuse Him. 

In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had gathered together, so 
that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of all, “Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. For there is nothing covered that will not 
be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. Therefore whatever you have spoken in 
the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms 
will be proclaimed on the housetops. “And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of 
those who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do. But I will show 
you whom you should fear: Fear Him who, after He has killed, has power to cast into 
hell; yes, I say to you, fear Him! “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And 
not one of them is forgotten before God. But the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. “Also I say 
to you, whoever confesses Me before men, him the Son of Man also will confess before 
the angels of God. But he who denies Me before men will be denied before the angels of 
God. “And anyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; 
but to him who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven. “Now when 
they bring you to the synagogues and magistrates and authorities, do not worry about 
how or what you should answer, or what you should say. For the Holy Spirit will teach 
you in that very hour what you ought to say.”” 



Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

This is one of the more contentious discussions that Jesus Christ was being a part of, a 
dinner party that turned ugly. After being invited to the house of one of the Pharisees, 
which seldom went well, Jesus was rebuked for not washing his hands in the manner of 
the Pharisees, with their elaborate pre-meal ritual washings. Jesus then turned and 
commented on how washing the insides, by being pure of sin and wickedness within, 
was more important, and commented that the Pharisees tended to celebrate small 
matters of ritual law while forgetting mercy and justice, the weightier matters of the law. 
When other Pharisees were angered at the implications of what Jesus Christ was saying, 
and their own dark hearts were exposed, Jesus Christ then continued to point out how 
many of the Pharisees lived double lives, appearing righteous on the outside but full of 
wickedness within, and pointing to the seriousness of judgment for those who deny the 
authority of Jesus Christ and ascribe His deeds to the workings of Satan, which brings 
us again to the matter of the unpardonable sin, which comes up occasionally when 
dealing with the pride of the Pharisees, while Jesus warns his listeners of the realities of 
earthly judgment for believers, and eternal judgment for unrepentant enemies of the 
faith. 

*** 

Luke 13:1-9: 

“There were present at that season some who told Him about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And Jesus answered and said to them, “Do you 
suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans, because they 
suffered such things? I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. Or 
those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they 
were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I tell you, no; but unless 
you repent you will all likewise perish.” He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a 
fig tree planted in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. Then he 
said to the keeper of his vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this 
fig tree and find none. Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered 
and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. And if 
it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you can cut it down.’” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 
Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

When a member of a crowd challenged Jesus Christ about whether the fate of people in 
tragedies was a sign of their spiritual state, Jesus Christ here points to the reality that 
when God’s judgment comes upon a society through natural or man-made disaster, 
those who die are not many more wicked, but the tribulations suffered are designed to 
provoke the fruit of repentance so that the fig tree, symbolic of the nation of Judah itself, 



is not totally cut down and rejected, as happened when the people refused to repent with 
a whole heart and faced Roman judgment for their rebellion against God and man 
within 40 years of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Let this be a lesson to us 
as well, that those who perish in the difficulties of this life are not more wicked than the 
rest of society, but that the minor disasters are there to provoke repentance so that we 
do not face greater ones, unless we are so hard of heart that we refuse to repent short of 
total national calamity. 

*** 

Luke 13:10-21: 

“Now He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And behold, there was a 
woman who had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no 
way raise herself up. But when Jesus saw her, He called her to Him and said to her, 
“Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” And He laid His hands on her, and 
immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue 
answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath; and he said to the 
crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore come and be healed 
on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” The Lord then answered him and said, 
“Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from the 
stall, and lead it away to water it? So ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this 
bond on the Sabbath?” And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to 
shame; and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him. 
Then He said, “What is the kingdom of God like? And to what shall I compare it? It is 
like a mustard seed, which a man took and put in his garden; and it grew and became a 
large tree, and the birds of the air nested in its branches.” And again He said, “To what 
shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of meal till it was all leavened.”” 

Type of Interaction: Complex 
Jesus’ Response: Complex 

This interaction starts with Jesus teaching in a synagogue, at which point the presence 
of a woman who has suffered for almost two decades provides an instructive teaching 
moment as a way of demonstrating the power of healing. This miracle of healing, 
though, is challenged by the ruler of the synagogue, who does not see the freedom 
promised by the Sabbath as being pictured by Jesus’ frequent and conspicuous healings 
on the Sabbath, which demonstrate its importance as a sign of total freedom from 
oppression, whether that is from sin, from slavery, or from illness, in all areas of life. 
Jesus contrasts His own mercy towards the woman with the exceptions to Sabbath work 
that the Pharisees made to have compassion on their animals, pointing out the double 
standard they held and their lack of compassion for suffering brethren. Jesus then 
finishes the interaction by continuing his teaching in parables that the audience did not 



understand the meaning of, but that hold important meanings concerning the 
importance of little deeds and the massive impact that the Kingdom of God has in this 
world, even if that effect is not immediate. 

*** 

To be continued… 

[1] https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2015/10/19/a-compendium-of-jesus-
interactions-with-outsiders-in-the-synoptic-gospels-part-one/ 
 
[2] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2012/12/01/luke-16-25-37-who-is-my-
neighbor/ 
 
[3] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/03/13/luke-10-34-42-the-sons-of-
martha/ 



 

A Compendium Of Jesus’ Interactions With Outsiders In The Synoptic Gospels:  Part 
Three 
Written on October 25, 2015 

This post is a continuation of the previous posts in the series [1]. To summarize the 
contents of this post, they consist of the biblical record of interactions between Jesus 
Christ and outsiders (those not His disciples) along with a discussion of the nature of 
the interaction as well as Jesus’ response. 

*** 

Luke 13:22-33: 

“And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward 
Jerusalem. Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” And He said to 
them, “Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter 
and will not be able. When once the Master of the house has risen up and shut the door, 
and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’ 
and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ then you 
will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ But 
He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you 
workers of iniquity.’ There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when you see 
Abraham and Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and 
yourselves thrust out. They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the 
south, and sit down in the kingdom of God. And indeed there are last who will be first, 
and there are first who will be last.” On that very day some Pharisees came, saying to 
Him, “Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants to kill You.” And He said to them, 
“Go, tell that fox, ‘Behold, I cast out demons and perform cures today and tomorrow, 
and the third day I shall be perfected.’ Nevertheless I must journey today, tomorrow, 
and the day following; for it cannot be that a prophet should perish outside of 
Jerusalem.” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning, challenging. 

Jesus’ Response: Complex. 

In this particular scene in Perea, we see two different groups of people interacting with 
Jesus. The first asks a question of the exclusivity of salvation, to which Jesus replies not 
by saying that few will be saved, but rather that salvation will be difficult and that many 
will seek it on the wrong terms, which is evident by the sort of easy believism that runs 
rampant where people honor Christ with their lips but their hearts and behavior are far 
from Him, as was the way from the start. Then, the Pharisees attempt to stir up trouble 
by claiming that Herod Antipas wants to kill Jesus like He (reluctantly) killed John the 



Baptist, at which point Jesus Christ calls Herod Antipas a vixen (a female fox) and 
claims that He is journeying to Jerusalem to die. 

*** 

Luke 14:1-6: 

“Now it happened, as He went into the house of one of the rulers of the Pharisees to eat 
bread on the Sabbath, that they watched Him closely. And behold, there was a certain 
man before Him who had dropsy. And Jesus, answering, spoke to the lawyers and 
Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” But they kept silent. And He 
took him and healed him, and let him go. Then He answered them, saying, “Which of 
you, having a donkey or an ox that has fallen into a pit, will not immediately pull him 
out on the Sabbath day?” And they could not answer Him regarding these things.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Healing, Challenging 

Here we see Jesus in one of His interactions at the home of one of the rulers of the 
Pharisees, where a sick man had been placed as “bait” for Jesus Christ to heal. After 
challenging the Pharisees with their mistaken view of the Sabbath, Jesus Christ healed 
the man and pointed out their double standard by which the Pharisees would show 
compassion for animals but not people on the Sabbath. Again, as is Jesus’ characteristic 
pattern with Sabbath healing, the fact that the healing occurred on the Sabbath only 
demonstrates its greater importance for Jesus Christ than has ordinarily been assumed 
to be the case. The seventh day Sabbath of Creation, in reality, is the Lord’s Day, since it 
was the day He claimed to be the Lord of, and used as the context for so many miracles 
like this one. 

*** 

Luke 14:25-35: 

“Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said to them, “If anyone 
comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children, brothers and 
sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. And whoever does not bear 
his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. For which of you, intending to build 
a tower, does not sit down first and count the cost, whether he has enough to finish it—
lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to 
mock him, saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish’? Or what king, 
going to make war against another king, does not sit down first and consider whether he 
is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with twenty thousand? Or 
else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of 



peace. So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My 
disciple. “Salt is good; but if the salt has lost its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is 
neither fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but men throw it out. He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear!”” 

Type of Interaction: Welcoming. 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging. 

There are several contexts that must be understood when looking at this passage. For 
one, Jesus’ challenging statements to the crowd that followed Him were said at least in 
part in the light of His knowledge that He was soon to go to Jerusalem to offer Himself 
as a sacrifice. The people following Him needed to count the cost of what they were up 
go in traveling with Him. Additionally, Jesus was speaking the first part of the passage 
in the context of the Hebraic form of exaggeration where hatred means to love less and 
speaks of preference and priority rather than that of actual hostility and hatred, 
something that is easy to misunderstand (see also Psalm 139). On top of this, and quite 
daringly, this passage makes two fierce comments about Herod Antipas [2] in his own 
domain, as Perea (and Galilee) were the two areas he ruled over as a Tetrarch under 
Roman authority. For one, Herod Antipas had started to build a tower that he lacked the 
funds to finish, which makes one a laughingstock among those who see it and point 
fingers at the one to do such a thing. For another, after divorcing his first wife, a 
Nabatean Arab princess and daughter of the ruler of Petra, to marry a brother’s wife, the 
Nabatean king crushed Antipas’ army in a battle as revenge, proving that Antipas was no 
better as a general than he was as a building developer. One wonders if Christ’s audience 
understood the references. 

*** 

Luke 15:1-2, 16:14-18: 

[Note: Included in this much longer discussion are a variety of parables whose material 
is beyond the scope of this survey, namely The Parable of the Prodigal Son, the Parable 
of The Clever Servant, and the Parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man.] 

“Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the 
Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with 
them.”…”Now the Pharisees, who were lovers of money, also heard all these things, and 
they derided Him. And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before 
men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly esteemed among men is an 
abomination in the sight of God. “The law and the prophets were until John. Since that 
time the kingdom of God has been preached, and everyone is pressing into it. And it is 
easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail. “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and whoever marries her who 
is divorced from her husband commits adultery.” 



Matthew 19:1-12: 

Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings, that He departed from 
Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And great multitudes 
followed Him, and He healed them there. The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, 
and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” And 
He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the 
beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 
father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So 
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let 
not man separate.” They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a 
certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” He said to them, “Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it 
was not so. And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, 
and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced 
commits adultery.” His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the man with his 
wife, it is better not to marry.” But He said to them, “All cannot accept this saying, but 
only those to whom it has been given: For there are eunuchs who were born thus from 
their mother’s womb, and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men, and there 
are eunuchs who have made themselves eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven’s sake. He 
who is able to accept it, let him accept it.” 

Mark 10:1-12: 

Then He arose from there and came to the region of Judea by the other side of the 
Jordan. And multitudes gathered to Him again, and as He was accustomed, He taught 
them again. The Pharisees came and asked Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” testing Him. And He answered and said to them, “What did Moses command 
you?” They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss 
her.” And Jesus answered and said to them, “Because of the hardness of your heart he 
wrote you this precept. But from the beginning of the creation, God ‘made them male 
and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” In the house His 
disciples also asked Him again about the same matter. So He said to them, “Whoever 
divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her. And if a woman 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging. 

Jesus’ Response: Very Challenging. 

There are several different aspects to this interaction. The larger frame of this 
interaction is the fact that the Pharisees were jealous of the fondness that Jesus had for 
hanging out with tax collectors and “sinners” and thought He should have been more 



exclusive. As a result of this, Jesus gave several pointed parables, including one of them 
that was a reminder that the man in the Parable of the Prodigal Son had two lost sons, 
one who left physically and the other who left emotionally. Beyond the parables, though, 
the interaction had an additional context where the Pharisees queried Jesus Christ 
about divorce, and where His reply matches the biblical sentiment about divorce 
expressed elsewhere (see, for example, Malachi 2). Jesus’ strong statements against 
divorce were sufficiently powerful that His disciples understood Him to be very critical 
of those who are too quick to divorce and remarry, and to get the point that to divorce 
someone in order to consider oneself free to marry someone else was extremely 
improper, to the point of being adulterous. Clearly, this is a passage that in our 
contemporary age of serial monogamy and a lack of respect for marriage vows still offers 
a significant challenge to believers. 

*** 

Luke 17:11-19: 

“Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee. Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were 
lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the 
priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of them, when he 
saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on 
his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. So Jesus answered and 
said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any found 
who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go 
your way. Your faith has made you well.”” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive. 

Jesus’ Response: Healing, Praise. 

In this particular healing example we see the hallmarks of leprosy in the time of Christ, a 
set of skin conditions that made someone untouchable except to other lepers in the 
society of the day. Given the severity of the social as well as physical consequences of the 
isolation and illness, it would appear to be a disease that someone would be particularly 
grateful to be healed from, especially as Jesus Christ here (as elsewhere when He healed 
lepers) told the lepers to present their sacrifices to the priests and be ritually cleansed so 
as to respect the office of the priests and also so that they would be able to socially 
interact with other Jews. Yet it was only one of the ten lepers, a Samaritan, who 
returned to thank Jesus for the healing, which allowed Jesus Christ to give him an 
additional blessing beyond what the other nine received, a recognition of faith that made 
him well. 

*** 



Luke 17:20-37: 

“Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He 
answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will 
they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” Then 
He said to the disciples, “The days will come when you will desire to see one of the days 
of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. And they will say to you, ‘Look here!’ or ‘Look 
there!’ Do not go after them or follow them. For as the lightning that flashes out of one 
part under heaven shines to the other part under heaven, so also the Son of Man will be 
in His day. But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation. And 
as it was in the days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: They ate, 
they drank, they married wives, they were given in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. Likewise as it was also in 
the days of Lot: They ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built; 
but on the day that Lot went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and 
destroyed them all. Even so will it be in the day when the Son of Man is revealed. “In 
that day, he who is on the housetop, and his goods are in the house, let him not come 
down to take them away. And likewise the one who is in the field, let him not turn back. 
Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his 
life will preserve it. I tell you, in that night there will be two men in one bed: the one will 
be taken and the other will be left. Two women will be grinding together: the one will be 
taken and the other left. Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other 
left.” And they answered and said to Him, “Where, Lord?” So He said to them, 
“Wherever the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

This is an easy misunderstood passage. For one, one cannot simply watch where God is 
operating and decide to be there. If one is going to be a part of the Kingdom of God, the 
Holy Spirit has to be within you. The Pharisees, who were not interested in committing 
to God’s ways in their hearts, as a body, were therefore missing the point when they 
expected a political or religious movement of the kind that would overcome the enemies 
of Judah. Yet instead of an obvious takeover, what Jesus Christ says is that in the time 
before the Kingdom of God is established, life will appear to be normal until the moment 
of judgment, and that those looking to join on the bandwagon will be too late. Those 
who trim their sails to maximize their political power will instead lose their lives and 
their power, while those willing to risk it all for God will be rewarded. This is difficult 
advice given our cynical age, but from these comments, it appears that life in the first 
century was along the same lines. 

*** 

Luke 18:1-14: 



“Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 
saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Now 
there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my 
adversary.’ And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though 
I do not fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, 
lest by her continual coming she weary me.’” Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust 
judge said. 7 And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, 
though He bears long with them? I tell you that He will avenge them speedily. 
Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will He really find faith on the earth?” Also 
He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and 
despised others: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a 
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, I thank You that I 
am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar 
off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be 
merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than 
the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself 
will be exalted.”” 

Type of Interaction: Instructive 

Jesus’ Response: Instruction and criticism. 

This particular interaction has two parables, both of them of larger interest. The first has 
to do with a situation not unlike that faced by Mrs. Smith in Jane Austen’s Persuasion, 
where a widow has a good claim on property that is opposed by an adversary and she 
seeks the action of a judge to do justice on her behalf, which at length succeeds, a 
persistent process which Jesus Christ compares to the way that God will eventually 
avenge believers and bring justice against their oppressors and adversaries despite 
seeming to delay for a long time. The second of the parables is a pointed reference to the 
contrast between the Pharisees and those they looked down on. The point Jesus was 
making about the Pharisee praying with himself and not being justified by God because 
he did not realize He needed to be forgiven was obvious enough to be painful in print 
even without the nonverbal language and the mood of the crowd. This is adversarial 
communication with a particular edge. 

*** 

Matthew 19:13-15: 

“Then little children were brought to Him that He might put His hands on them and 
pray, but the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, 
and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of heaven.” And He laid His hands on 
them and departed from there.” 



Mark 10:13-16: 

“Then they brought little children to Him, that He might touch them; but the disciples 
rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and 
said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is 
the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of 
God as a little child will by no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, laid 
His hands on them, and blessed them.” 

Luke 18:15-17: 

“Then they also brought infants to Him that He might touch them; but when the 
disciples saw it, they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Let the 
little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 
Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will 
by no means enter it.”” 

Type of Interaction: Instructive 

Jesus’ Response: Instructive 

This is a classic public teaching moment, where Jesus’ disciples, trying to protect Jesus’ 
time from the pressures of dealing with what many people consider to be annoying and 
irritating small children, a common issue for handlers of any busy leader, fail to 
understand the importance of children and their willingness to grow and humility in the 
face of God. Seizing the moment, Jesus provides a timeless reminder of the importance 
of paying attention and showing care and compassion to little children. 

*** 

Matthew 19:16-20:16: 

“Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that 
I may have eternal life?” So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good 
but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He 
said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit 
adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father 
and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’” The young man said 
to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” Jesus said to 
him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 



Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you that it is hard for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” When His 
disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But 
Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and 
followed You. Therefore what shall we have?” So Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to 
you, that in the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you 
who have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal 
life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first. “For the kingdom of heaven is 
like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 
Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. And he went out about the third hour and saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace, and said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I 
will give you.’ So they went. Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and 
did likewise. And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing idle, 
and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle all day?’ They said to him, 
‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever 
is right you will receive.’ “So when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the 
first.’ And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour, they each received 
a denarius. But when the first came, they supposed that they would receive more; and 
they likewise received each a denarius. And when they had received it, they complained 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last men have worked only one hour, and you 
made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’ But he 
answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree 
with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last 
man the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or 
is your eye evil because I am good?’ So the last will be first, and the first last. For many 
are called, but few chosen.”” 

Mark 10:17-31: 

“Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked 
Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” So Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear 
false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” And he answered 
and said to Him, “Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.” Then Jesus, 
looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your way, sell 
whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
take up the cross, and follow Me.” But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, 
for he had great possessions. Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How 
hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were 



astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how 
hard it is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.” And they were greatly astonished, saying among themselves, “Who then can be 
saved?” But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men it is impossible, but not with 
God; for with God all things are possible.” Then Peter began to say to Him, “See, we 
have left all and followed You.” So Jesus answered and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, 
there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or 
children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, who shall not receive a hundredfold now 
in this time—houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with 
persecutions—and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, 
and the last first.”” 

Luke 18:18-30: 

“Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, “Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit 
eternal life?” So Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, 
that is, God. You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ 
‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do not bear false witness,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’” And he 
said, “All these things I have kept from my youth.” So when Jesus heard these things, He 
said to him, “You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when he heard this, he 
became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. And when Jesus saw that he became very 
sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of 
God! 25 For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man 
to enter the kingdom of God.” And those who heard it said, “Who then can be saved?” 
But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.” Then 
Peter said, “See, we have left all and followed You.” So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say 
to you, there is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for 
the sake of the kingdom of God, who shall not receive many times more in this present 
time, and in the age to come eternal life.”” 

Type of Interaction: Partially receptive. 

Jesus’ Response: Instructive, caring. 

Here we have a lengthy and complicated interaction that is connected thematically in 
ways that are not often realized, through Matthew at least, thanks to the chapter break 
between Matthew 19 and Matthew 20. It should be realized that the young ruler who 
came to Jesus was a godly man, yet he had a blind spot, and that was his attachment to 
his earthly possessions that hindered from from generosity to others. In the Parable of 
the Generous Landowner, Jesus Christ demonstrates how God shows generosity to 
believers by not judging them by the amount of time they have been called or the 
particular era where they have been called, contrary to the expectations of many others. 
In the parable, Jesus Christ answers the implicit concerns of the young ruler in 



wondering what spiritual good was expected to come out of his generosity. Intriguingly 
enough, the disciples themselves appear not to have understood the fact that material 
wealth was indifferent when it came to salvation. As is common today among believers 
in the United States and the Western world as a whole, the Jews of the first century 
believed that wealth followed spirituality, which meant that the wealthy were often 
viewed as being particularly righteous. Given the corruption of the time, it would have 
been easy for others of a more cynical bent to argue that the wealthy were somehow less 
righteous than the rest of people, but Jesus Himself considers wealth irrelevant as far as 
righteousness is concerned, unless that wealth is used in service to others, in which case 
it becomes the opportunity for the building of character and the demonstration of virtue 
and outgoing love and concern for others, which is what this life is all about, regardless 
of what gifts we are given. 

*** 

Matthew 20:29-34: 

“Now as they went out of Jericho, a great multitude followed Him. And behold, two 
blind men sitting by the road, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, 
saying, “Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!” Then the multitude warned them 
that they should be quiet; but they cried out all the more, saying, “Have mercy on us, O 
Lord, Son of David!” So Jesus stood still and called them, and said, “What do you want 
Me to do for you?” They said to Him, “Lord, that our eyes may be opened.” So Jesus had 
compassion and touched their eyes. And immediately their eyes received sight, and they 
followed Him.” 

Mark 10:46-52: 

“Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 
multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging. And when he 
heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, 
“Son of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be 
called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, He is 
calling you.” And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus. So Jesus 
answered and said to him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” The blind man said to 
Him, “Rabboni, that I may receive my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go your way; 
your faith has made you well.” And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus 
on the road.” 

Luke 18:35-43: 

“Then it happened, as He was coming near Jericho, that a certain blind man sat by the 
road begging. And hearing a multitude passing by, he asked what it meant. So they told 
him that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by. And he cried out, saying, “Jesus, Son of 



David, have mercy on me!” Then those who went before warned him that he should be 
quiet; but he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” So Jesus stood 
still and commanded him to be brought to Him. And when he had come near, He asked 
him, saying, “What do you want Me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, that I may receive 
my sight.” Then Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has made you well.” 
And immediately he received his sight, and followed Him, glorifying God. And all the 
people, when they saw it, gave praise to God.” 

Type of Interaction: Receptive 

Jesus’ Response: Healing 

Here we see one of many examples of healing in the ministry of Christ. In many ways, 
this is a straightforward example, two blind men, one of whom was far more vocal than 
the other, are begging on the side of the road in between Old Jericho and New Jericho, 
where they encounter Jesus, ask for mercy, are healed, and then praise God while 
joining the group headed with Jesus towards Jerusalem. How did their faith make them 
well? They believed Jesus Christ had both the power and the wish to heal them and 
make them well. As easy as that sounds, it is not an easy matter to find in our lives 
concerning our difficulties. 

*** 

Luke 19:1-27: 

“Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who 
Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran 
ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that 
way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” So he 
made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all 
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then 
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; 
and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of 
Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Now as 
they heard these things, He spoke another parable, because He was near Jerusalem and 
because they thought the kingdom of God would appear immediately. Therefore He 
said: “A certain nobleman went into a far country to receive for himself a kingdom and 
to return. So he called ten of his servants, delivered to them ten minas, and said to them, 
‘Do business till I come.’ But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, 
saying, ‘We will not have this man to reign over us.’ And so it was that when he returned, 
having received the kingdom, he then commanded these servants, to whom he had given 
the money, to be called to him, that he might know how much every man had gained by 



trading. Then came the first, saying, ‘Master, your mina has earned ten minas.’ And he 
said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in a very little, have 
authority over ten cities.’ 18 And the second came, saying, ‘Master, your mina has 
earned five minas.’ Likewise he said to him, ‘You also be over five cities.’ “Then another 
came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I have kept put away in a handkerchief. 
For I feared you, because you are an austere man. You collect what you did not deposit, 
and reap what you did not sow.’ And he said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth I will judge 
you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an austere man, collecting what I did not 
deposit and reaping what I did not sow. Why then did you not put my money in the 
bank, that at my coming I might have collected it with interest?’ “And he said to those 
who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to him who has ten minas.’ (But they 
said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas.’) ‘For I say to you, that to everyone who has will 
be given; and from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away from 
him. But bring here those enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, 
and slay them before me.’”” 

Type of Interaction: Mostly welcoming. 

Jesus’ Response: Gracious and instructive. 

There are, as is often the case in this particular period of Jesus’ interactions with 
outsiders, a lot of complexity as to what is going on. For one, Jesus encounters a wealthy 
and short-of-stature tax collector whose generosity is a counterpoint to the rich young 
ruler Jesus had met not long before. Here, in large part due to that generosity of spirit, 
Jesus proclaims that salvation has come, and for that He rejoices. Simultaneously, 
though, there is a concern for not encouraging the millennial longings of His audience, 
so he then shifts gears and speaks a parable that references the Jewish history of that 
generation, when an unpopular and harsh son of Herod the Great went off to Rome and 
had part of his kingdom conferred, pointing to the audience that Jesus would have to go 
a far country, namely the Kingdom of Heaven, and then would return to slay those who 
refused to accept His rule, and reward those servants who had been productive and loyal 
in their service to Him while He was gone, a passage that gives readers a lot to think 
about [3]. 

*** 

Matthew 21:1-11: 

“Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, 
then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them 
to Me. And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ 
and immediately he will send them.” All this was done that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken by the prophet, saying: “Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is 
coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” So the 



disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. They brought the donkey and the 
colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. And a very great multitude spread 
their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on 
the road. Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, 
saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!’ Hosanna in the highest!” And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying, “Who is this?” So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from 
Nazareth of Galilee.”” 

Mark 11:1-11: 

“Now when they drew near Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, He sent two of His disciples; and He said to them, “Go into the village opposite 
you; and as soon as you have entered it you will find a colt tied, on which no one has sat. 
Loose it and bring it. And if anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
has need of it,’ and immediately he will send it here.” So they went their way, and found 
the colt tied by the door outside on the street, and they loosed it. But some of those who 
stood there said to them, “What are you doing, loosing the colt?” And they spoke to 
them just as Jesus had commanded. So they let them go. Then they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their clothes on it, and He sat on it. And many spread their clothes on 
the road, and others cut down leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the 
road. Then those who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna! 
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ Blessed is the kingdom of our father 
David, that comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And Jesus went 
into Jerusalem and into the temple. So when He had looked around at all things, as the 
hour was already late, He went out to Bethany with the twelve.”” 

Luke 19:29-44: 

“When He had said this, He went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. And it came to pass, 
when He drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called Olivet, that He 
sent two of His disciples, saying, “Go into the village opposite you, where as you enter 
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Loose it and bring it here. And if 
anyone asks you, ‘Why are you loosing it?’ thus you shall say to him, ‘Because the Lord 
has need of it.’” So those who were sent went their way and found it just as He had said 
to them. But as they were loosing the colt, the owners of it said to them, “Why are you 
loosing the colt?” And they said, “The Lord has need of him.” Then they brought him to 
Jesus. And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him. And as 
He went, many spread their clothes on the road. Then, as He was now drawing near the 
descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and 
praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, saying: “‘Blessed is 
the King who comes in the name of the Lord!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your 
disciples.” But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, 
the stones would immediately cry out.” Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept 
over it, saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that 



make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For days will come upon 
you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close 
you in on every side, and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and 
they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of 
your visitation.”” 

Type of Interaction: Mostly Welcoming 

Jesus’ Response: Complicated 

Here again we see a complicated interaction with different groups of people. Jesus tells 
His disciples to take certain actions so that prophecies will be fulfilled about His coming, 
responds to the provocations of the Pharisees by telling them that the rocks would have 
shouted out had the people kept silent so that the prophecy would have been fulfilled 
regardless of what people did, and then does something particularly surprising: He 
responds to the (temporary) adoration of the multitudes by mourning over the fate of 
Jerusalem, which He knows will not repent and seek Him and will therefore suffer 
destruction and torment as a result. This is a moving set of passages from a man who 
knew His fate, and was determined to see it through to the end, but it is not the way that 
most people would have reacted to this particular scene. 

*** 

Matthew 21:12-16: 

“Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in 
the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
sold doves. 13 And He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer,’ but you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’” Then the blind and the lame came to 
Him in the temple, and He healed them. But when the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that He did, and the children crying out in the temple and saying, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant and said to Him, “Do You hear what 
these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read, ‘Out of the mouth 
of babes and nursing infants You have perfected praise’?”” 

Mark 11:15-18: 

“So they came to Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and began to drive out 
those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold doves. And He would not allow anyone to carry 
wares through the temple. Then He taught, saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house 
shall be called a house of prayer for all nations’? But you have made it a ‘den of thieves.’ 
” And the scribes and chief priests heard it and sought how they might destroy Him; for 
they feared Him, because all the people were astonished at His teaching.” 



Luke 19:45-48: 

“Then He went into the temple and began to drive out those who bought and sold in it, 
saying to them, “It is written, ‘My house is a house of prayer,’ but you have made it a 
‘den of thieves.’” And He was teaching daily in the temple. But the chief priests, the 
scribes, and the leaders of the people sought to destroy Him, and were unable to do 
anything; for all the people were very attentive to hear Him.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Here we see the second cleansing of the Temple (the Gospel of John records the first 
one, at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry), and it comes at a time where Jesus Christ is 
provoking the leaders to hostility because they have refused to accept Him. Here we see 
that in quoting Isaiah and Jeremiah, he calls the temple His own house, a reference that 
may not have been picked up by His listeners. At any rate, here we see that at this stage 
of His career, Jesus has the popularity of the crowds but the immense hostility of the 
Jewish leadership, all because He brought attention to this dishonorable ways and their 
placing of barriers to worship and obedience on the part of Gentiles. 

*** 

Matthew 21:23-22:14: 

“Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these 
things? And who gave You this authority?” But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also 
will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do 
these things: The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from men?” And 
they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, 
‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for 
all count John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.” And 
He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. But what do 
you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today 
in my vineyard.’ He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it and 
went. Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, 
sir,’ but he did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said to Him, 
“The first.” Jesus said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you that tax collectors and harlots 
enter the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, 
and you did not believe him; but tax collectors and harlots believed him; and when you 
saw it, you did not afterward relent and believe him.” 



“Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted a vineyard and set a 
hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And he leased it to vinedressers 
and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time drew near, he sent his servants to 
the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit. 35 And the vinedressers took his 
servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more 
than the first, and they did likewise to them. Then last of all he sent his son to them, 
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said 
among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So 
they took him and cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, 
“He will destroy those wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other 
vinedressers who will render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, 
“Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected has 
become the chief cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes’? “Therefore I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you and given to a 
nation bearing the fruits of it. And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on 
whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” Now when the chief priests and 
Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He was speaking of them. But when 
they sought to lay hands on Him, they feared the multitudes, because they took Him for 
a prophet. 

And Jesus answered and spoke to them again by parables and said: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a certain king who arranged a marriage for his son, and sent out his 
servants to call those who were invited to the wedding; and they were not willing to 
come. Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are invited, “See, I have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are ready. Come 
to the wedding.”’ But they made light of it and went their ways, one to his own farm, 
another to his business. And the rest seized his servants, treated them spitefully, and 
killed them. But when the king heard about it, he was furious. And he sent out his 
armies, destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city. Then he said to his 
servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. Therefore 
go into the highways, and as many as you find, invite to the wedding.’ So those servants 
went out into the highways and gathered together all whom they found, both bad and 
good. And the wedding hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to see the 
guests, he saw a man there who did not have on a wedding garment. So he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you come in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. 
Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, take him away, and cast 
him into outer darkness; there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ “For many are 
called, but few are chosen.”” 

Mark 11:27-12:12: 

“Then they came again to Jerusalem. And as He was walking in the temple, the chief 
priests, the scribes, and the elders came to Him. And they said to Him, “By what 
authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority to do these 
things?” But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one question; then 



answer Me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things: The baptism of 
John—was it from heaven or from men? Answer Me.” And they reasoned among 
themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 32 But if we say, ‘From men’”—they feared the people, for all counted John to 
have been a prophet indeed. So they answered and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
Jesus answered and said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these 
things.” Then He began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard and set 
a hedge around it, dug a place for the wine vat and built a tower. And he leased it to 
vinedressers and went into a far country. Now at vintage-time he sent a servant to the 
vinedressers, that he might receive some of the fruit of the vineyard from the 
vinedressers. And they took him and beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Again 
he sent them another servant, and at him they threw stones, wounded him in the head, 
and sent him away shamefully treated. And again he sent another, and him they killed; 
and many others, beating some and killing some. Therefore still having one son, his 
beloved, he also sent him to them last, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But those 
vinedressers said among themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ So they took him and killed him and cast him out of the 
vineyard. “Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and destroy 
the vinedressers, and give the vineyard to others. Have you not even read this Scripture: 
‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. This was the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?” And they sought to lay hands on Him, 
but feared the multitude, for they knew He had spoken the parable against them. So 
they left Him and went away.” 

Luke 20:1-19: 

“Now it happened on one of those days, as He taught the people in the temple and 
preached the gospel, that the chief priests and the scribes, together with the elders, 
confronted Him and spoke to Him, saying, “Tell us, by what authority are You doing 
these things? Or who is he who gave You this authority?” But He answered and said to 
them, “I also will ask you one thing, and answer Me: The baptism of John—was it from 
heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From men,’ all 
the people will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a prophet.” So they 
answered that they did not know where it was from. And Jesus said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 

Then He began to tell the people this parable: “A certain man planted a vineyard, leased 
it to vinedressers, and went into a far country for a long time. Now at vintage-time he 
sent a servant to the vinedressers, that they might give him some of the fruit of the 
vineyard. But the vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Again he 
sent another servant; and they beat him also, treated him shamefully, and sent him 
away empty-handed. And again he sent a third; and they wounded him also and cast 
him out. “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my beloved 
son. Probably they will respect him when they see him.’ But when the vinedressers saw 
him, they reasoned among themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, 



that the inheritance may be ours.’ So they cast him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
Therefore what will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and destroy 
those vinedressers and give the vineyard to others.” And when they heard it they said, 
“Certainly not!” Then He looked at them and said, “What then is this that is written: 
‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone’? Whoever falls 
on that stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder.” And 
the chief priests and the scribes that very hour sought to lay hands on Him, but they 
feared the people—for they knew He had spoken this parable against them.” 

Type of Interaction: Hostile, challenging. 

Jesus’ Response: Pointed, Challenging. 

This is a lengthy, and hostile, interaction, but its course is straightforward enough. A 
group of scribes and Pharisees come to Jesus and challenge Him to demonstrate by 
what authority He does what He does, sounding particularly close to the way that Satan 
challenged Christ’s authority during the temptation in the wilderness. This challenge is 
rebuffed with a question to the questioners about the authority of the baptism of John, 
which leads them to perceive that they cannot give an acceptable answer. When they 
feign ignorance, Jesus Christ refuses to reveal the authority by which He does things, 
because they will not recognize God’s authority and the Pharisees will not risk the anger 
of a restive populace by denying the heavenly authority of John’s work. This, in turn, 
leads Jesus Christ to give a series of parables that point out that the Jewish leadership 
has been rejected for their disobedience and their refusal to obey God and their 
consistent hostility to the prophets that God has sent the nation to warn them of 
impending doom. Recognizing that these parables are about them and that they have 
been weighed in the balance and founding wanting, and their offices and legitimacy are 
being taken away from them and given to another, their desire to kill Jesus, and to fulfill 
His parable against them, is increased, especially as they have been warned that God 
will require their punishment as a result of their acts of rebellion and hostility against 
Him. 

*** 

Matthew 22:15-22: 

“Then the Pharisees went and plotted how they might entangle Him in His talk. And 
they sent to Him their disciples with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that You 
are true, and teach the way of God in truth; nor do You care about anyone, for You do 
not regard the person of men. Tell us, therefore, what do You think? Is it lawful to pay 
taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus perceived their wickedness, and said, “Why do you 
test Me, you hypocrites? Show Me the tax money.” So they brought Him a denarius. And 
He said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” 
And He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to 



God the things that are God’s.” When they had heard these words, they marveled, and 
left Him and went their way.” 

Mark 12:13-17: 

“Then they sent to Him some of the Pharisees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His 
words. When they had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and 
care about no one; for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in 
truth. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not? Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?” But 
He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why do you test Me? Bring Me a denarius 
that I may see it.” So they brought it. And He said to them, “Whose image and 
inscription is this?” They said to Him, “Caesar’s.” And Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”” 

Luke 20:20-26: 

“So they watched Him, and sent spies who pretended to be righteous, that they might 
seize on His words, in order to deliver Him to the power and the authority of the 
governor. Then they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, we know that You say and teach 
rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but teach the way of God in truth: Is it 
lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” But He perceived their craftiness, and said 
to them, “Why do you test Me? Show Me a denarius. Whose image and inscription does 
it have?” They answered and said, “Caesar’s.” And He said to them, “Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” But they could 
not catch Him in His words in the presence of the people. And they marveled at His 
answer and kept silent.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Seeking to entrap Jesus in an impossible dilemma of their own just as He had just done 
to them, the Pharisees and the Herodians ask Jesus Christ whether it is lawful to pay the 
Romans the tribute tax that served as a continual provocation to Jewish revolt and that 
would ultimately help lead to the destruction of the presence of Judea as a client state of 
the Roman Empire altogether. Seeing the evil and hypocrisy in their hearts, Jesus asks 
them to get a coin, pretending ignorance of what a Roman denarius looks like, and when 
they show up with a coin He asks them whose picture is on it, to which they reply that it 
is Tiberius’ head on them, being the Roman emperor. Jesus’ reply to this is masterful, 
using two different senses of the word render to tell them first to give Caesar back all the 
(idolatrous) coins with his face on them and to give God what they owe Him, which is 
their full obedience. Even Jesus’ enemies were marveled by His elegant and pointed 
answer. 



*** 

Matthew 22:23-33: 

“The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him and asked 
Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his brother 
shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his brother. Now there were with us seven 
brothers. The first died after he had married, and having no offspring, left his wife to his 
brother. Likewise the second also, and the third, even to the seventh. Last of all the 
woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of the seven will she be? For 
they all had her.” Jesus answered and said to them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are 
given in marriage, but are like angels of God in heaven. But concerning the resurrection 
of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, ‘I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living.” And when the multitudes heard this, they were astonished at His 
teaching.” 

Mark 12:18-27: 

“Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Him; and they asked 
Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, and leaves his 
wife behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and raise up 
offspring for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife; and 
dying, he left no offspring. And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any 
offspring. And the third likewise. So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all 
the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she 
be? For all seven had her as wife.” Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not 
therefore mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God? For 
when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels in heaven. But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book 
of Moses, in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? He is not the God of the dead, but 
the God of the living. You are therefore greatly mistaken.”” 

Luke 20:27-40: 

“Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a resurrection, came to Him and 
asked Him, saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother dies, having a 
wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his wife and raise up 
offspring for his brother. Now there were seven brothers. And the first took a wife, and 
died without children. And the second took her as wife, and he died childless. Then the 
third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no children, and died. 
Last of all the woman died also. Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife does she 
become? For all seven had her as wife.” Jesus answered and said to them, “The sons of 



this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who are counted worthy to attain 
that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 
nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God, being 
sons of the resurrection. But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that the 
dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob.’ For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.” 
Then some of the scribes answered and said, “Teacher, You have spoken well.” But after 
that they dared not question Him anymore.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

As the Sadducees did not believe in resurrection and simultaneously only believed in the 
legitimacy of the first five books of the Bible, they sought to trap Jesus with a question 
they had often used to confound the Pharisees. Rather than talk about the Book of Life, 
discussed in Exodus, which would have been the most obvious reference of the 
resurrection to be found in the Pentateuch, Jesus Christ went to a different passage in 
Exodus 3, which discusses the eternal nature of God, to point out that since God said “I 
am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” and not “I was the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob,” that the future resurrection of these patriarchs (see also Hebrews 11) is 
certain because of the use of the present tense. Even the Pharisees were impressed by 
this argument, and probably wondered why they had not used it before. 

*** 

Matthew 22:34-40: 

“But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, 
“Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him, “‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 
This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets.”” 

Mark 12:28-34: 

“Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving 
that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 
Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 
commandment. And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 



There is no other commandment greater than these.” So the scribe said to Him, “Well 
said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but 
He. And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and 
with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole 
burnt offerings and sacrifices.” Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to 
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” But after that no one dared question 
Him.”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning, but Receptive 

Jesus’ Response: Gracious 

In this passage a scribe, who seems at least somewhat receptive to Jesus, asks about the 
greatest commandment, seeing as that was a frequent subject of argument and debate. 
Going to a place that was both familiar and also unexpected, Jesus Christ gave the 
greatest and the second greatest Commandment in such a way that demonstrates the 
two halves of the Ten Commandments, the first five pointing to vertical obligations due 
to God, and the second five pointing to our horizontal obligations due to other people as 
our peers and equals. The response of the scribe to Jesus’ answer points out principles 
from the prophets that Jesus, recognizing their similarity to His teachings, praises for 
being not far from salvation, despite their partisan differences. One wonders about the 
identity of that scholar and if there was conversion to the ways of God. 

*** 

Matthew 22:41-46: 

“While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, 42 saying, “What do 
you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” 
He said to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: ‘The Lord 
said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool”’? If 
David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?” And no one was able to answer Him a 
word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him anymore.” 

Mark 12:35-37: 

Then Jesus answered and said, while He taught in the temple, “How is it that the scribes 
say that the Christ is the Son of David? For David himself said by the Holy Spirit: ‘The 
Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ 
Therefore David himself calls Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?” And the common 
people heard Him gladly.” 

Luke 20:41-44: 



“And He said to them, “How can they say that the Christ is the Son of David? Now David 
himself said in the Book of Psalms: ‘The Lord said to my Lord, 
“Sit at My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool.”’ Therefore David calls 
Him ‘Lord’; how is He then his Son?”” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

After successfully fielding several questions from the audience at the temple, Jesus 
Christ turns the tables on the Pharisees and asks them a question of His own about His 
identity. The question is one that the Pharisees would have been ill-equipped to answer, 
given that they saw the Messiah as the Son of David but not in any way a uniquely 
firstborn Son of God born of the flesh and conceived by the Holy Spirit. Yet that is the 
only way that a being could be both God and man in the sense that Jesus Christ is. By 
pointing to the importance of Psalm 110 as a key messianic text [4], Jesus presented the 
Pharisees with a riddle that pointed to His identity which they could not see, and which 
many others still cannot see because they either deny the importance of His physical 
ancestry or His place as the Son of God. 

*** 

Matthew 23:1-39: 

“Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes and to His disciples, saying: “The scribes and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. Therefore whatever they tell you to observe, that observe 
and do, but do not do according to their works; for they say, and do not do. For they 
bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men’s shoulders; but they themselves 
will not move them with one of their fingers. But all their works they do to be seen by 
men. They make their phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 
They love the best places at feasts, the best seats in the synagogues, greetings in the 
marketplaces, and to be called by men, ‘Rabbi, Rabbi.’ But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; 
for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brethren. Do not call anyone on earth 
your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. And do not be called teachers; 
for One is your Teacher, the Christ. But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will 
be exalted. “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the 
kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those 
who are entering to go in. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater 
condemnation. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and 
sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell 
as yourselves. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the temple, it is 
nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools 
and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies the gold? And, 



‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, 
he is obliged to perform it.’ Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar 
that sanctifies the gift? Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by all 
things on it. He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it. And 
he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it. “Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and 
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and 
faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. Blind guides, 
who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel! “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of 
extortion and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and 
dish, that the outside of them may be clean also. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful 
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. Even so you also 
outwardly appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! Because you build the tombs of the 
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had lived in the 
days of our fathers, we would not have been partakers with them in the blood of the 
prophets.’ “Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that you are sons of those 
who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt. Serpents, 
brood of vipers! How can you escape the condemnation of hell? Therefore, indeed, I 
send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and 
some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, that 
on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the 
temple and the altar. Assuredly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation. “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen 
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See! Your house is left to 
you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who 
comes in the name of the Lord!’”” 

Mark 12:38-40: 

“Then He said to them in His teaching, “Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around 
in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and 
the best places at feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long 
prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”” 

Luke 20:45-47: 

“Then, in the hearing of all the people, He said to His disciples, “Beware of the scribes, 
who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats 
in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, who devour widows’ houses, and for a 
pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.”” 



Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Pointed 

This particular denunciation of the Pharisees comes out most strongly in Matthew’s 
Gospel, and does so in ways that make it clear why the people particularly enjoyed 
hearing this part of Jesus’ message. People who are used to being looked down on tend 
to enjoy seeing those who view themselves as righteous and holy are taken down a notch 
because of their own moral failings, and this occurs quite fiercely here, as Jesus 
excoriates the scribes and Pharisees for exploiting the poor and vulnerable, and for their 
flagrant disobedience and lack of honesty in their dealings with others. This was not a 
rebuke the Pharisees, or really anyone, would have taken very kindly, no matter how 
true it is. In fact, many of the specific rebukes of the Pharisees come from the sort of 
arcane matters found in the Talmud where the twisty legalistic reasoning of the 
Pharisees is found in its full glory. These passages, and their stinging rebuke, are not 
matters of imaginary disagreement, but are taken from how the Pharisees actually 
sought to argue when they did not want to bind themselves to a commitment, and for 
that they are sarcastically said to have sit in Moses’ chair, because they sought to replace 
the law given to Moses with their own bogus idea of an oral law passed down from 
Moses and only written down starting in their own time. 

*** 

Matthew 26:6-13: 

“And when Jesus was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, a woman came to Him 
having an alabaster flask of very costly fragrant oil, and she poured it on His head as He 
sat at the table. But when His disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, “Why this 
waste? For this fragrant oil might have been sold for much and given to the poor.” But 
when Jesus was aware of it, He said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she 
has done a good work for Me. For you have the poor with you always, but Me you do not 
have always. For in pouring this fragrant oil on My body, she did it for My burial. 
Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this 
woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”” 

Mark 14:3-9: 

And being in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He sat at the table, a woman 
came having an alabaster flask of very costly oil of spikenard. Then she broke the flask 
and poured it on His head. But there were some who were indignant among themselves, 
and said, “Why was this fragrant oil wasted? For it might have been sold for more than 
three hundred denarii and given to the poor.” And they criticized her sharply. But Jesus 
said, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble her? She has done a good work for Me. For you 
have the poor with you always, and whenever you wish you may do them good; but Me 
you do not have always. She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to 



anoint My body for burial. Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in 
the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Challenging 

Here, as Jesus’ death approached, the disciples, seemingly riled up by Judas, who as the 
treasurer for the disciples and a thief to boot, would have had the most material interest 
in ensuring that more money ended up in the group treasury and not given 
extravagantly for a man about to be tried and crucified. As it was, Jesus graciously but 
firmly turned the focus of the disciples away from mere money, and the fact that there 
would always be more poor people to help, towards the generosity done to a dying man, 
which was, as He said, remembered as a memorial for all time to the woman’s 
generosity and faithfulness. 

*** 

Matthew 26:47-56: 

“And while He was still speaking, behold, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great 
multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Now His betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One; seize 
Him.” Immediately he went up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. 
But Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you come?” Then they came and laid hands on 
Jesus and took Him. And suddenly, one of those who were with Jesus stretched out his 
hand and drew his sword, struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. But 
Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by 
the sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray to My Father, and He will provide Me 
with more than twelve legions of angels? How then could the Scriptures be fulfilled, that 
it must happen thus?” In that hour Jesus said to the multitudes, “Have you come out, as 
against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I sat daily with you, teaching in the 
temple, and you did not seize Me. But all this was done that the Scriptures of the 
prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.” 

Mark 14:43-52: 

And immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, with a great 
multitude with swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the scribes and the 
elders. Now His betrayer had given them a signal, saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the 
One; seize Him and lead Him away safely.” As soon as he had come, immediately he 
went up to Him and said to Him, “Rabbi, Rabbi!” and kissed Him. Then they laid their 
hands on Him and took Him. And one of those who stood by drew his sword and struck 
the servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear. Then Jesus answered and said to them, 



“Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs to take Me? I was daily 
with you in the temple teaching, and you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures must be 
fulfilled.” Then they all forsook Him and fled.” 

Luke 22:47-53: 

“And while He was still speaking, behold, a multitude; and he who was called Judas, one 
of the twelve, went before them and drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. But Jesus said to 
him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” When those around Him 
saw what was going to happen, they said to Him, “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” 
And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus 
answered and said, “Permit even this.” And He touched his ear and healed him. Then 
Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had come to 
Him, “Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs? When I was with 
you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the power 
of darkness.”” 

Type of Interaction: Hostile 

Jesus’ Response: Gracious, but pointed. 

When Jesus was betrayed with a kiss and surrounded like a robber or an insurgent with 
a crowd of armed men, His response was pointed, but He was clearly gracious, to the 
point where he went with them peacefully and sought to protect His disciples from 
scrutiny, so that He alone would suffer, even if Peter swung a sword and tried to 
decapitate one of the men, whose ear Jesus’ gently healed. Tired and emotionally 
drained, the disciples retreated from Jesus dispirited and afraid for their own lives while 
Jesus was led to the first of His several illegal trials of the night. 

*** 

Matthew 26:57-68: 

“And those who had laid hold of Jesus led Him away to Caiaphas the high priest, where 
the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter followed Him at a distance to the 
high priest’s courtyard. And he went in and sat with the servants to see the end. Now the 
chief priests, the elders, and all the council sought false testimony against Jesus to put 
Him to death, but found none. Even though many false witnesses came forward, they 
found none. But at last two false witnesses came forward and said, “This fellow said, ‘I 
am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days.’” And the high priest 
arose and said to Him, “Do You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against 
You?” But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, “I put You 
under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!” Jesus said to 
him, “It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man 



sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the 
high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He has spoken blasphemy! What further need do we 
have of witnesses? Look, now you have heard His blasphemy! What do you think?” They 
answered and said, “He is deserving of death.” Then they spat in His face and beat Him; 
and others struck Him with the palms of their hands, saying, “Prophesy to us, Christ! 
Who is the one who struck You?”” 

Mark 14:53-65: 

“And they led Jesus away to the high priest; and with him were assembled all the chief 
priests, the elders, and the scribes. But Peter followed Him at a distance, right into the 
courtyard of the high priest. And he sat with the servants and warmed himself at the 
fire. Now the chief priests and all the council sought testimony against Jesus to put Him 
to death, but found none. For many bore false witness against Him, but their 
testimonies did not agree. Then some rose up and bore false witness against Him, 
saying, “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this temple made with hands, and within 
three days I will build another made without hands.’” But not even then did their 
testimony agree. And the high priest stood up in the midst and asked Jesus, saying, “Do 
You answer nothing? What is it these men testify against You?” But He kept silent and 
answered nothing. Again the high priest asked Him, saying to Him, “Are You the Christ, 
the Son of the Blessed?” Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the 
right hand of the Power, and coming with the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest 
tore his clothes and said, “What further need do we have of witnesses? You have heard 
the blasphemy! What do you think?” And they all condemned Him to be deserving of 
death. Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold Him, and to beat Him, and to 
say to Him, “Prophesy!” And the officers struck Him with the palms of their hands.” 

Type of Interaction: Hostile 

Jesus’ Response: Mostly silent. 

Other writers have noted how this “trial” was a complete travesty by the standards of 
Jewish jurisprudence, which had several protections for the accused, including the fact 
that the death penalty required the full vote of the Sanhedrin, that it could not be 
unanimous, without someone standing up in defense of the accused, and that the 
testimony of the accused could not be used to condemn someone to death. That said, the 
Jewish leaders were not interested in upholding the law, but merely killing someone 
they thought to be inconvenient to them. Since Jesus’ mere existence and presence was 
unacceptable, they were willing to bend or break any law necessary to rid themselves of 
that presence, and so brought great judgment upon themselves. In this effort, Jesus was 
mostly silent, watching their ineffectual attempts and answering a question He did not 
have to answer to encourage them along. 

*** 



Matthew 27:1-2: 

“When morning came, all the chief priests and elders of the people plotted against Jesus 
to put Him to death. And when they had bound Him, they led Him away and delivered 
Him to Pontius Pilate the governor.” 

Mark 15:1: 

“Immediately, in the morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and 
scribes and the whole council; and they bound Jesus, led Him away, and delivered Him 
to Pilate.” 

Luke 22:66-23:1: 

“As soon as it was day, the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes, came 
together and led Him into their council, saying, “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He 
said to them, “If I tell you, you will by no means believe. And if I also ask you, you will by 
no means answer Me or let Me go. Hereafter the Son of Man will sit on the right hand of 
the power of God.” Then they all said, “Are You then the Son of God?” So He said to 
them, “You rightly say that I am.” And they said, “What further testimony do we need? 
For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth.” Then the whole multitude of them 
arose and led Him to Pilate.” 

Type of Interaction: Hostile 

Jesus’ Response: Mostly silent. 

As soon as it was daylight, and the business of the preparation day for the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread could be done, Jesus was formally condemned and then brought to 
Pilate. Again, this formal trial was a farce, helped along by Jesus confessing His identity, 
which was taken, as He knew it would, as evidence of His guilt. Sometimes to speak is 
merely to invite condemnation from those who are already convinced in their opinion 
and simply seek additional provocation. 

*** 

Matthew 27:11-14: 

“Now Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor asked Him, saying, “Are You 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said to him, “It is as you say.” And while He was being 
accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. Then Pilate said to Him, 
“Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?” But He answered him not 
one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.” 



Mark 15:2-5: 

“Then Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered and said to him, 
“It is as you say.” And the chief priests accused Him of many things, but He answered 
nothing. Then Pilate asked Him again, saying, “Do You answer nothing? See how many 
things they testify against You!” But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate 
marveled.” 

Luke 23:2-7: 

“And they began to accuse Him, saying, “We found this fellow perverting the nation, and 
forbidding to pay taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King.” Then Pilate 
asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He answered him and said, “It is as 
you say.” So Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no fault in this Man.” 
But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching throughout all 
Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.” When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked if 
the Man were a Galilean. And as soon as he knew that He belonged to Herod’s 
jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time.” 

Type of Interaction: Questioning 

Jesus’ Response: Mostly silent. 

Here Jesus is mostly silent as Pilate fends off the accusations of the Jews, seeking to do 
what he can to pass the buck for Jesus’ responsibility, and marveling that Jesus was 
silent in the face of his accusers, which is not the way that people tend to behave, even if 
it was in accordance with prophecy. Sometimes silence can make a point more than 
speaking does. 

*** 

Luke 23:8-12: 

“Now when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceedingly glad; for he had desired for a long time 
to see Him, because he had heard many things about Him, and he hoped to see some 
miracle done by Him. Then he questioned Him with many words, but He answered him 
nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused Him. Then 
Herod, with his men of war, treated Him with contempt and mocked Him, arrayed Him 
in a gorgeous robe, and sent Him back to Pilate. That very day Pilate and Herod became 
friends with each other, for previously they had been at enmity with each other.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging. 

Jesus’ Response: Silence. 



Here the leaders of the Jews, on their tour to condemn Jesus Christ, continue their 
efforts with Herod Antipas, who treats the occasion with a total lack of dignity and 
seriousness. Yet this farcical interlude had one benefit, making Pilate and Herod Antipas 
friends where before they had been hostile to each other. 

*** 

Matthew 27:15-31: 

“Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to releasing to the multitude one 
prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called 
Barabbas. Therefore, when they had gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do 
you want me to release to you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew 
that they had handed Him over because of envy. While he was sitting on the judgment 
seat, his wife sent to him, saying, “Have nothing to do with that just Man, for I have 
suffered many things today in a dream because of Him.” But the chief priests and elders 
persuaded the multitudes that they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The 
governor answered and said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release to 
you?” They said, “Barabbas!” Pilate said to them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who 
is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!” Then the governor said, 
“Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the more, saying, “Let Him be 
crucified!” When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but rather that a tumult was 
rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, “I am innocent 
of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.” And all the people answered and said, 
“His blood be on us and on our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them; and when 
he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the 
governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole garrison around Him. 
And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. When they had twisted a crown of 
thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they bowed the knee 
before Him and mocked Him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” Then they spat on Him, 
and took the reed and struck Him on the head. And when they had mocked Him, they 
took the robe off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him away to be crucified.” 

Mark 15:6-20: 

“Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one prisoner to them, whomever they 
requested. And there was one named Barabbas, who was chained with his fellow rebels; 
they had committed murder in the rebellion. Then the multitude, crying aloud, began to 
ask him to do just as he had always done for them. But Pilate answered them, saying, 
“Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?” For he knew that the chief 
priests had handed Him over because of envy. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, 
so that he should rather release Barabbas to them. Pilate answered and said to them 
again, “What then do you want me to do with Him whom you call the King of the Jews?” 
So they cried out again, “Crucify Him!” Then Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He 
done?” But they cried out all the more, “Crucify Him!” So Pilate, wanting to gratify the 



crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, 
to be crucified. Then the soldiers led Him away into the hall called Praetorium, and they 
called together the whole garrison. And they clothed Him with purple; and they twisted 
a crown of thorns, put it on His head, and began to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 
Then they struck Him on the head with a reed and spat on Him; and bowing the knee, 
they worshiped Him. And when they had mocked Him, they took the purple off Him, 
put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him.” 

Luke 23:13-25: 

“Then Pilate, when he had called together the chief priests, the rulers, and the people, 
said to them, “You have brought this Man to me, as one who misleads the people. And 
indeed, having examined Him in your presence, I have found no fault in this Man 
concerning those things of which you accuse Him; no, neither did Herod, for I sent you 
back to him; and indeed nothing deserving of death has been done by Him. I will 
therefore chastise Him and release Him” (for it was necessary for him to release one to 
them at the feast). And they all cried out at once, saying, “Away with this Man, and 
release to us Barabbas”— who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made 
in the city, and for murder. Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to 
them. But they shouted, saying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” Then he said to them the 
third time, “Why, what evil has He done? I have found no reason for death in Him. I will 
therefore chastise Him and let Him go.” But they were insistent, demanding with loud 
voices that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests 
prevailed. So Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they requested. And he released to 
them the one they requested, who for rebellion and murder had been thrown into 
prison; but he delivered Jesus to their will.” 

Type of Interaction: Hostile 

Jesus’ Response: Silence 

Jesus’ silence in the face of this abuse is remarkable. On the one hand, it means there is 
little to write about the specific topic about His interactions, given that one has a hard 
time interacting with people who refuse to communicate with you, not that some people 
stop trying anyway. It is also remarkable that Pilate is still trying to rid himself of 
responsibility for Jesus’ fate, vainly trying to wash his hands clear of the blood, which 
refuses to go away. 

*** 

Matthew 27:32: 

“Now as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. Him they 
compelled to bear His cross.” 



Mark 15:21: 

“Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, the father of Alexander and 
Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear His cross.” 

Luke 23:26-32: 

“Now as they led Him away, they laid hold of a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian, who was 
coming from the country, and on him they laid the cross that he might bear it after 
Jesus. And a great multitude of the people followed Him, and women who also mourned 
and lamented Him. But Jesus, turning to them, said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. For indeed the days are 
coming in which they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, wombs that never bore, and 
breasts which never nursed!’ Then they will begin ‘to say to the mountains, “Fall on us!” 
and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ For if they do these things in the green wood, what will be 
done in the dry?” There were also two others, criminals, led with Him to be put to 
death.”” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Reply: Challenging 

As Jesus was faint from a loss of blood from the scourging, a man was compelled by the 
Romans, as was their fashion, to carry His stake for Him. While on the way to be 
crucified, though, Jesus Christ managed to give a warning to the people of Jerusalem, 
who mourned for Him even as He mourned for the fate that He knew was coming to 
them as a result of the refusal of the nation and its leaders to repent and seek God’s way. 
Even at this moment, as death approached, His thoughts were directed to lament the 
suffering of others, and not merely His own suffering. 

*** 

Matthew 27:33-56: 

“And when they had come to a place called Golgotha, that is to say, Place of a Skull, they 
gave Him sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He had tasted it, He would not 
drink. Then they crucified Him, and divided His garments, casting lots, that it might be 
fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet: “They divided My garments among them, 
And for My clothing they cast lots.” Sitting down, they kept watch over Him there. And 
they put up over His head the accusation written against Him: THIS IS JESUS THE 
KING OF THE JEWS. Then two robbers were crucified with Him, one on the right and 
another on the left. And those who passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and 
saying, “You who destroy the temple and build it in three days, save Yourself! If You are 
the Son of God, come down from the cross.” Likewise the chief priests also, mocking 



with the scribes and elders, said, “He saved others; Himself He cannot save. If He is the 
King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will believe Him. He 
trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, ‘I am the Son 
of God.’” Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the same 
thing. Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was darkness over all the land. 
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” Some of those 
who stood there, when they heard that, said, “This Man is calling for Elijah!” 
Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and put it on a 
reed, and offered it to Him to drink. The rest said, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah 
will come to save Him.” And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, and yielded up His 
spirit. Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the 
earth quaked, and the rocks were split, and the graves were opened; and many bodies of 
the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; and coming out of the graves after His 
resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. So when the centurion 
and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things that 
had happened, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly this was the Son of God!” And many 
women who followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to Him, were there looking on 
from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, 
and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.” 

Mark 15:22-41: 

“And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull. Then 
they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. And when they 
crucified Him, they divided His garments, casting lots for them to determine what every 
man should take. Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him. And the inscription 
of His accusation was written above: THE KING OF THE JEWS. With Him they also 
crucified two robbers, one on His right and the other on His left. So the Scripture was 
fulfilled which says, “And He was numbered with the transgressors.” And those who 
passed by blasphemed Him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who destroy the 
temple and build it in three days, save Yourself, and come down from the cross!” 
Likewise the chief priests also, mocking among themselves with the scribes, said, “He 
saved others; Himself He cannot save. Let the Christ, the King of Israel, descend now 
from the cross, that we may see and believe.” Even those who were crucified with Him 
reviled Him. Now when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 
land until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, 
saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” which is translated, “My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?” Some of those who stood by, when they heard that, said, “Look, He is 
calling for Elijah!” Then someone ran and filled a sponge full of sour wine, put it on a 
reed, and offered it to Him to drink, saying, “Let Him alone; let us see if Elijah will come 
to take Him down.” And Jesus cried out with a loud voice, and breathed His last. Then 
the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. So when the centurion, who 
stood opposite Him, saw that He cried out like this and breathed His last, he said, “Truly 
this Man was the Son of God!” There were also women looking on from afar, among 
whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the Less and of Joses, and 



Salome, who also followed Him and ministered to Him when He was in Galilee, and 
many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem.” 

Type of Interaction: Challenging 

Jesus’ Response: Mostly silent. 

Even as He was being judicially murdered in a particularly embarrassing way, He was 
mostly quiet as He faced His death. Even as others taunted Him in a way not unlike the 
way that Satan tempted Him to jump down off the pillar in the temple and receive the 
protection of the angels, He sought to tie up loose ends, and made sure various 
scriptures were fulfilled through His example, even as God forsook Him because He 
took on the weight of the sins of the world and so God had to turn His face from Him 
and cut Himself off from Jesus’ life as He died. His example of endurance in suffering 
managed to convert one of the centurions, who as noted previously are viewed entirely 
positively in the Gospels, and also one of the thieves who had reviled Him. Even in His 
death He managed to communicate His identity and His purpose to others, which is far 
more than most of us can say about our lives. Let the example of Jesus’ communication, 
whether in silence or speech or action, be studied by those of us who seek to walk in His 
footsteps as best as we are able to do with the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit. 

[1] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2015/10/19/a-compendium-of-jesus-
interactions-with-outsiders-in-the-synoptic-gospels-part-one/ 
 
https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2015/10/21/a-compendium-of-jesus-
interactions-with-outsiders-in-the-synoptic-gospels-part-two/ 
 
[2] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2010/11/26/a-reflection-on-the-
historical-context-of-luke-1428-32/ 
 
[3] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/01/22/a-comparative-analysis-of-
the-parable-of-the-talents-and-the-parable-of-the-minas/ 
 
[4] See, for example: 

https://edgeinducedcohesion.wordpress.com/2011/02/04/difficult-messianic-
scriptures/ 



 

A Compendium Of Sabbath Observance In The Book Of Acts 

Written on November 14, 2015 

As I was researching material for some writing on the Sabbath, I thought it worthwhile 
to collect for myself a list of the references to the Sabbath or Holy Days found in the 
book of Acts as a way of demonstrating the continuing but often neglected importance of 
the Sabbath for the early Church of God. Being the sort of person who likes to share 
most of what I write, and given that the subject is of interest to many people besides 
myself, I thought it worthwhile to share this particular compendium in the aid of those 
who are researching questions of Sabbath observance in the early Church of God and 
wish to have a concentrated block of material to examine with a minimum of 
commentary attached to it. This compendium is organized in order of how the reference 
occurs in the book of Acts, along with a reference as to which aspect of the Sabbath is 
being discussed, and a brief commentary on the implications of the passage as to our 
understanding of the Sabbath and its role in the early Church of God. It should be noted 
that the passages included are only those with direct references to the Sabbath and the 
Holy Days, not to the additional implicit references to them. With that, let us begin. 

Acts 1:12-14: 

“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath Day’s journey. And when they had entered, they went up into the 
upper room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and 
Thomas; Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; 
and Judas the son of James. These all continued with one accord in prayer and 
supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

This is an important passage for several reasons, aside from its reference to the Sabbath 
day’s journey, which was the longest distance someone could travel on the Sabbath 
without being viewed as a Sabbath-breaker. This was not a long distance; many 
contemporary Christians would find it an extreme restriction on the sort of usual travel 
that takes place on the Sabbath for many believers. The upper room mentioned here is 
almost certainly the same upper room where the last Passover of Jesus Christ was 
observed. This passage is also one of the places where the disciples are listed in what 
appears to be an order of seniority, with the inner three appearing first and Judas, who 
had just committed suicide, being absent on this list as well, as it was just before his 
replacement by Matthias. 

*** 

Acts 2:1-15: 



“When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues, 
as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. And there 
were dwelling in Jerusalem devout men, from every nation under heaven. And when 
this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were confused, because everyone 
heard them speak in his own language. Then they were all amazed, and marveled, 
saying, “Look, are not all those who speak Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each in 
our own language in which we were born? Parthians and Medes and Elamites, those 
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome, both 
Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own tongues the 
wonderful works of God. So they were all amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“Whatever could this mean?” Others mocking said, “They are full of new wine.” But 
Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and 
all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. For these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.”” 

Reference: Pentecost/The Feast Of Weeks 

For the second consecutive time, a reference to part of the Sabbath refers to the fact that 
the believers were in one accord, showing the harmony that brethren are supposed to 
enjoy in the fellowship of other believers, but which can be elusive in our own 
experiences. On this particular Holy Day the miraculous giving of the Holy Spirit to the 
believers led to the baptism of 3,000 new brethren, although even this obvious and 
manifest miracle still prompted mocking that the apostles were drunk instead of 
speaking the intelligible languages of other believers present from places in the Eastern 
Mediterranean world from Italy to Greece to North Africa to what is now Turkey as well 
as the Middle East as far away as Iran and perhaps even central Asia. It should be noted 
that speaking in tongues refers to speaking in actual languages that were understood by 
others, not the sort of speaking in tongues that is most common. It is also noteworthy 
that God uses the occasion of one of the three missionary feasts, where large numbers of 
believers from the known world were gathered together, as the occasion both for a 
miracle as well as for the inauguration of evangelism in the early Church of God, timing 
that was surely not coincidental. 

** 

Acts 12:1-4: 

Now about this time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the 
church. Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. And because he saw 
that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the 
Days of Unleavened Bread. So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and 



delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the 
people after Passover.” 

Reference: Passover/Days Of Unleavened Bread 

Here the miracle that was connected to the Holy Day was one of deliverance, as Peter 
was delivered from prison shortly thereafter, during the Days of Unleavened Bread, and 
ended up walking to the same house, the house of John Mark’s family in Jerusalem, 
where they had met after the Sabbath day’s journey from the Mount of Olives, and 
where they had the first Passover, and where a group of believers was praying for Peter’s 
safety. Here we see this unpleasant business of Herod’s oppressive behavior towards the 
Church of God in order to pander towards the Jewish leadership is being tied to the 
Holy Days, and observance of those Holy Days brings about a rescue for Peter from 
death so that he could continue to serve God’s purposes. 

*** 

Acts 13:13-15: 

“Now when Paul and his party set sail from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia; 
and John, departing from them, returned to Jerusalem. But when they departed from 
Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went down to the synagogue on the Sabbath 
day and sat down. And after the reading of the Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the 
synagogue sent to them, saying, “Men and brethren, if you have any word of exhortation 
for the people, say on.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

Not only did this particular passage discuss the cause of the future dissention between 
Paul and Barnabas over John Mark, who was Barnabas’ nephew, but it discusses a 
fundamental aspect of the way that Christianity was preached by Paul, in that he would 
attend the normal synagogue services and, as an honored guest who was clearly learned 
and of a good reputation, he would be asked to speak after the Torah and Haftorah 
readings were finished, discussed here as the reading of the Law and the Prophets, 
which is discussed also in Luke 4 when Jesus commented on the prophecy He fulfilled in 
Isaiah 61:1-2. Upon receiving the invitation from the rulers of the synagogue to speak, 
Paul gave a sermon. 

*** 

Acts 13:42-46: 

“So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these words 
might be preached to them the next Sabbath. Now when the congregation had broken 



up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking 
to them, persuaded them to consider in the grace of God. On the next Sabbath almost 
the whole city came together to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the 
multitudes, they were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they 
opposed the things spoken by Paul. Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was 
necessary that the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and 
judge yourself unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

What is most striking about this verse is the fact that Paul, when preaching a message of 
salvation to the people of Antioch in Pisidia, preached to them on the Sabbath, by 
invitation of Gentile proselytes themselves. It is frequently believed that in order to 
successfully evangelize to others that we must adopt their own cultures and their own 
ways, but here we see a clear example that this is not the case. Paul’s obvious respect for 
the Gentile believers, in contrast to the condescension if not active disdain in which the 
Jews held the Gentiles, led Paul’s message to be welcomed gratefully by the multitudes. 
Yet jealousy over this fact led many of the Jews to contradict the Bible and their own 
beliefs so that they could seek to demonstrate themselves in opposition, leading to Paul 
separating himself from the synagogue, while still preaching on the Sabbath, which was 
the day set aside by God for worship even where worship was not possible with the 
largest body of Sabbathkeepers present. 

*** 

Acts 15:18-21: 

“Known to God from eternity are all His works. Therefore I judge that we should not 
trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, but that we write to 
them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from things 
strangled, and from blood. For Moses has had throughout many generations those who 
preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

Here, in a discussion of the refusal to force Gentile believers seeking to be baptized and 
enter the Church of God to be physically circumcised, but to show via baptism their 
circumcision of heart, there is a straightforward reference to the fact that these same 
new Gentile believers were expected to learn about God’s laws and God’s ways through 
regular Sabbath attendance where the law of God was discussed and expounded upon. 
What was an obvious and straightforward reference to Sabbathkeeping being an 
expectation of all believers is, lamentably, not so straightforward and obvious in our 
present day, so it is a point that has to be mentioned and explained. 



*** 

Acts 16:11-15: 

“Therefore, sailing from Troas, we ran a straight course to Samothrace, and the next day 
came to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is the foremost city of that part of 
Macedonia, a colony. And we were staying in that city for some days. And on the 
Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was customarily 
made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. Now a certain woman 
named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who 
worshipped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. And 
when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, “If you have judged 
me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

Even in those cities, like Philippi, where there was not a large enough Jewish population 
for a synagogue to be built, Paul still made considerable effort to preach and reach 
believers where they worshipped. In this particular case the location of the river for 
worshipping on the Sabbath was convenient for the baptism of Lydia and her household, 
presumably referring to the servants and slaves who helped run her business. 
Additionally, Paul’s practice is evidence that his Sabbath observance was not merely an 
aspect of his evangelism to the Jews, but was an aspect of His own worship in 
accordance with God’s ways, and something that He taught to others, including those 
like Luke who may have been Gentile believers themselves, but who still kept the 
Sabbath according to the commandments of God, rather than worshipping according to 
the traditions of men. 

*** 

Acts 17:1-4: 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. Then Paul, as his custom was, 
went in to them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, 
and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.” And some of them were 
persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading 
women, joined Paul and Silas.” 

Reference: Sabbath 

Here we see it stated, just like it was stated for Jesus in Luke 4, that it was Paul’s custom 
to attend and speak at Sabbath services regularly. Unlike some people who viewed 



Jesus’ obvious Jewish identity as a matter of embarrassment when it came to following 
His example of worship and practice, Paul did not find the observance of the Sabbath as 
commanded in the Law to be any barrier to preaching about the identity of Jesus as the 
Messiah, nor in preaching on the Sabbath with a particular focus on Gentiles, expecting 
them to grow in obedience to God’s ways and to follow His example of Sabbathkeeping. 
This passage is merely one more passage that demonstrates what should be an obvious 
truth but that is often not noted when the behavior of Paul is discussed. 

*** 

Acts 18:18-21: 

“So Paul still remained [in Corinth] a good while. Then he took leave of the brethren and 
sailed for Syria, and Priscilla and Aquilla were with him. He had his hair cut off at 
Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow. And he came to Ephesus, and left them there; but he 
himself entered the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When they asked him to 
stay a longer time with them, he did not consent, but took leave of them, saying, “I must 
by all means keep this coming feast in Jerusalem; but I will return again to you, God 
willing.” And he sailed from Ephesus.” 

Reference: implied Pentecost, stated as feast 

From this context alone, we cannot determine exactly which feast was meant in this 
reference, although later in in Acts it becomes clear that this reference was to Pentecost. 
For believers in God, there are three missionary feasts: the Passover and Days of 
Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles, at which time it was 
customary for believers like Paul even who dwelt far away from Jerusalem to travel on a 
pilgrimage on at least an occasional basis, as we see in the scriptures. Here we see good 
evidence that not only was the Sabbath viewed by Paul in high regard but also the Holy 
Days as well. Hardly anyone would travel in the conditions of the first century Roman 
world, in peril of thieves and countrymen, to travel to a city where a lot of people were 
personally hostile in order to celebrate a religious festival that was not of the highest 
importance. This is true even when we do not know for certain exactly which feast was 
being celebrated in a given reference. 

*** 

Acts 20:1-6: 

“After the uproar had ceased, Paul called the disciples to himself, embraced them, and 
departed to go to Macedonia. Now when he had gone over that region and encouraged 
them with many words, he came to Greece and stayed three months. And when the Jews 
plotted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he decided to return through 
Macedonia. And Sopater of Berea accompanied him to Asia—also Aristarchus and 



Secundus of the Thessalonians, and Gaius of Derbe, and Timothy, and Tychicus and 
Trophimus of Asia. These men, going ahead, waited for us at Troas. But we sailed away 
from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened Bread, and in five days joined them at Troas, 
where we stayed seven days.” 

Reference: Days of Unleavened Bread, implied Sabbath reference, especially given the 
following passage starting in verse seven. 

Here again we see, in the matter-of-fact course of events that Luke views the Sabbath 
(implied here by a reference to seven days) and the Days of Unleavened Bread, among 
other Holy Days, as being entirely appropriate markers of time. Not only where they 
observances kept by Paul and other believers, contrary to the contemporary practice of 
many who claim to follow Paul’s example, but they were also expected to be understood 
by the readers of Acts, whether Jews or Gentiles. Luke does not feel it necessary to 
explain what was involved in keeping the Days of Unleavened Bread or why one would 
stay seven days in a given city, but assumes that his readers will understand what these 
days represent and observe them as well. 

*** 

Acts 20:13-16: 

Then we went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, there intending to take Paul on 
board; for so he had given orders, intending himself to go on foot. And when he met us 
at Assos, we took him on board and came to Mitylene. We sailed from there, and the 
next day came opposite Chios. The following day we arrived at Samos and stayed at 
Trogyllium. The next day we came to Miletus. For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, 
so that he would not have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at Jerusalem, 
if possible, on the Day of Pentecost.” 

Reference: Pentecost 

Here we see the answer to the question of which feast was Paul in a hurry to get to 
earlier, when he left Corinth in the winter just before the Days of Unleavened Bread. We 
also see that Paul was no mean trip planner when it came to his perhaps overly 
ambitious schedule. It is perhaps ironic that Paul was in such a hurry to make it to 
Jerusalem before Pentecost when he would spend the next several years in prison and 
not in a particular hurry at all, but let those of us who are similarly ambitious with our 
schedules judge not, lest we shall be judged. At any rate, this is an example both of how 
seriously Paul took the Holy Days and also how obvious a reference to this festival 
should be to someone who is reading this book, especially in light of the Pentecost 
discussed in Acts 2 when the Church of God was just beginning. 

*** 



Acts 27:9-12: 

“Now when much time had been spent, and sailing was now dangerous because the Fast 
was already over, Paul advised them, saying, “Men, I perceive that this voyage will end 
with disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives.” 
Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of the 
ship than by the things spoken by Paul. And because the harbor was not suitable to 
winter in, the majority advised to set sail from there also, if by any means they could 
reach Phoenix, a harbor of Crete opening toward the northwest and southwest, and 
enter there.” 

Reference: Day of Atonement 

This particular reference to the Day of Atonement is one of the most remarkable 
references in the Bible. For one, it is a reference to the festival by its most obvious and 
salient point to someone who practices it, and it is done in such a way that any reader 
who has kept the Day of Atonement knows exactly what is being referred to, given that it 
makes a suitable reference as a way of dividing the year into those times where sailing is 
dangerous and where wise captains and ship-owners seek a place to winter safely. 
Unfortunately, the owner and helmsman of Paul’s ship were not wise, and unfortunately 
Paul’s testimony, given by prophetic insight and probably a fair amount of wisdom as a 
frequent traveler, did not carry much weight with the centurion whose responsibility it 
was to guard Paul and the other prisoners. As a result, the ship was lost when it wrecked 
on the shores of Malta. 

 


